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TO THE 



BRITISH PLANTERS, 



Gentlemeh, 

AN uninttrcfted dcfire of rendering fer- 
vice to the public, and not «n idle 
whimx or vanity to appear In print, has 
induced the editcffs of" the following k&s to 
puMifli them. Author is a title they lay no 
claim to. 

%their tm9rnamented:energy aloneb meant 
to -gain the reader's attention, and to enforce 
the fa£t$ advanced} therefore, without further 
apc^ogy, they are prefented to you in a plain 
drefs, to point out fome meafures that were 
taken to miflead the legiAature, whereby the 
African trade, in the year 1750, was put upon 
fuch a plan, as, by the event, has proved er» 
tFcamly detrimental to the Brltifii colonies. On 
that account, the following iheets can be ad- 
drefled to none fa properly as to you. 

We flatter ourfelves it will evidently, appear 
by the contents of the following pamphlet, 
that the forts on the coalbof Africa, are by no 
pieans upon a proper eilablilhment ; llkewife 
that the prefcnt methodof "carrying on the Afrir 
can trade to thofe parts where the forts are fitu- 
atcd, by the very high price ^ven for Negroes 
there, which occafions the profit atliing to be 
a 2 divided 
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divided between the Etircfean merchants and 
the AJrican traders, but mud become ex- 
treamly burthenfome and disadvantageous to 
you, we believe every real planter will allow. 

We cannot admit certun individuals to be 
efteemed real planters^ notwithftanding they 
may have onrot more plantations, when at the 
fame time they are concerned as merchants in 
the colonies, who procure the fliips from the 
coaft of Africa to be configned to them; of 
which it.is conjectured (and not without foun- 
dation) many of them are part owners; for 
thefe apparent reafons, it being their intereft 
to keep up the price of Negroes fo configned to 
them, as all fuch advance encreafes their 
commiffions. Therefore, in our humble opi- 
nion, no attention ought to be paid to any rc- 
monftrance ftom people fo much interefted, or 
from thofe merchants who relide in Europe, 
that are connected with them, againil any pro- 
polals that may be offered for the gener^ uti- 
lity 6f the colonics, which has been the cafe ; 
and in confequence, very detrimental mcafures 
have been purfued through the mifreprefenta- 
tion of fuch opponents. 

Should fuch dcftroftive meafurcs be conti- 
nued, atrabfolute diminution of the annual in- 
»oinc from your eftates in the colonies muft In- 
evitably enfue, whether from the want of Ne- 
groes, or your purchafing ihem at too high a 
rate. In either cafe, it will prevent your being 
able to raife as much fugar; and other pUn- 
tation-produd you would otberwifc do, or 
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to take off as great a quantity of the manu- 
&Aures of the mother-countiy, as were yoa 
to have a fufficient namber of Negroes at rea- 
ibnable prices. Relying upon the above allegar 
gations, with thofe you will find in the courfe of 
uie following pamphlet, the editors prefume 
yoa will think it moH expedient and a>aductve 
for your interefts, without lofs of time» to ap- 
]^y to the leg^tive powers in order that fome 
fpeedy and effedlual meafures be taken and 
carrinl into execution for retrieving, better re- 
guhting and exfeaJifig that valuable branch of 
the Britjjb commerce f the jifrican trade. 

The prefent feems the moft proper time for 
fo great a national purpofe, in order to prevent 
the French getting the ftartof you, which they 
will exert all their poiver and abiUties to ef- 
feB'y for they arc now not only making great 
preparations to carry on that trade themfelves, 
but they have already made feveral controls 
with Briti/h merchants to fiipply them with 
Negroes. So intent are they to fecure, by every 
method they can contrive, as great a number 
as poflible of thofe ufeful people, on which 
the profperity of the French colonies depend : 
befides, as peace is concluded, his majeil;y's 
mlnillera, in wfaefe department it is, will have 
leifure to examine minutely into the reafons that 
induced you to make fuch application. There- 
fore there cannot be a doubt from their known 
abilities, and wiilingnefs to promote xht public 
good by their care of the trade and commerce of 
thefc kingdoms^ but they will give their moft 
ferious 
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ierioas aetcotion to any propo&l '3Boa'flaay lajr 
before them for fb ^ood a pucpofe, as dx ne- 
tending and frefirvtng the ./4/ricaa trade ; and 
will be as deiirous as yourfelves to juirfue £icb 
plan as appears to them moft reaiboable &r pix>- 
Bioting the geocnd advantage of the Britijb co~ 
knifs, and coniequently the mabtr-^omntry. 
The' (Editors will not intrude farther on your 
time, then to hope fometbiag v^ be done to 
fecure that valuable branch df commerce to the 
Britip fubje^Sy they being ;verf defiroiu^ to 
promote the profperity of tbo Britijb tobnttst^ 
and to alfure yos ^at th^y $vt with exeat rcri 
fpedt, ....... 

■ Gentlemen, 

Your mQll: obedient, and moft 

HsmUe fenwitfi, 

LoodoB, 
)i AprU, 1 76 J. . ' 



The EDITORS* 



CONSl- 



.„ Google 



I 











....,..,...,.,,. 













ConfijJf^ttpm Qn,tbe Peace> ' 

■ A»'fM'«ikwreiad¥efaiihe" ' " * 

SINCE the preliminitrjr articles of peace were 
publilhed by autftority, w^ have heard' 
many perfon's in coffee-Tioufes and other 
places, cenfure and blame; our negociaeor^, ' for 
;heir not having obtainwl brttcf terrhs. 

Xheyfay, that our a(;i^ifi,Hpii! in NortU Ame- 
ripa arc of liirie confequcnce: yet wheii thefe ac- 
^^uifitions were jn poffcpioiictf our en*:mi(^,:"th(:3r 
thought them of incftimabfc yahie. Can die ipccr 
*llj^nation of any property' cailfe fo fudden- a dimi- 
nution of its original worth? Siirely then ^ue 
9r diflike to ibme of ourpeace-makCTS, or priviite 
iptereft to have the war' cJominued, moft have 
hurried thefc men beyond the bounds of' realbn. 
For if they would give thctnfeivcs the 'feaft time 
(fl rcfleft ^r\0ufly, and judge tJifpaffionaWy, they 
would findj that by retaining our conqOefts in 
J^rth America (which are 'extended beyokid our 
JRioft fanguine expcdations) the greateft- benefit 
and utility muft arife to this' the mothef-cdlintry j 
^(i;^m«ch as we have putouri^lves in fuch a'fitua- 
: ' 8 ■ ■ tion 
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tion not only in the north, but alfo in the f orit h e r ii 
parts, that it is to be hoped our inland fettlers will 
live in a perfcA ftate aT tranquillity i and his ma- 
jcfly's fubjefts carry on and cultivatcThat great 
branch of the Britim commerce, without dread of 
the Indians, or interriuMion from the futgefts of 
any foreign nation. This good effcft furely muft 
be allowejl to be of immeofe imp<Htance a^ ^- 
vantage to Great-Britain j and would not have 
been the cafe if we had kept the fugar colonies 
ceded to France, inftead of part of our continen- 
tal conquefts. 

What was the occafion of the war but the nc- 
gqtiators of the laft peace »ot fettling the diftinit 
limits and boundaries of the territpries we and 
the French were to have in North America ? We 
Fejoice thofe limits are now fettled, and hope &\ 
cife£tvially as to prevent, future difputes. 

Arpong the many alteripations conceding the 
prclinVPa^y articles^ and the abilities of our 
negotiators, it nu^. be allowed, with refpe£b 
to. the coimtnercial tntcreH of this country, there is 
a noble Lord in high office, and of the cabinet,^ 
whofe,ackno.wl?dge4 (Rapacity, great application, 
and long experience, at a board where he fo judi-" 
ciouQy and cmipcntly pi;efided, made hirn a moft 
competent; judge what meaiures were proper to be 
talicn for the lecurity, improv?m.?nt, and exten- 
fion a£ th? trade and <iointperce of Qreat-Britain 
^Lnd hpr .colonics. Therefore, \/,c cannot doubt, 
but his miyefty lias been well and f^ithfwjly ad- 
vifcd.as tp that pa^t of our pacific negotiations! 
becaufe the patriptic fp^rit, honour and integrity 
of thill Jiobleman are uoiverfally knpWn and ap^ 
proved- ; It is not amifs to lay down as a maxim, 
that. in .general the information of merchants is 
nbf to be depended on by the legiflature, with re- 
Ip^ft to trade and commerce, for many other, 
bcfides 
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.t>^des.jlus mipcipal reafon; to wit— A trade may 
be very; profitable to a' particular merchant, city 
*.(ff .tDDiftij. and, at the fkfne time, be very pemici- 
xias to the geheral intefeft qF the nation, h * moft 
. jiotorioiis Sd. Have /we not heard manyfalf- 
hoods ijflerted, and feeit many erroneous calcula- 
' tions laid before the public, with an in'ttr^ed 
view of>btaining fuch" private ends, and! of de- 
feating in fome very effertiial points thp' public 
•welfare? . ■ , ,-. ■ . - 

I Whatever felf-intereffed peoplemayclkmbur «> 
. the contfaiy, there canftot be a doubt b^thismil- 
. jcfty and his iiiinifters, m their ijegociafioris, have 
■;_given the mofl; fcrious attention to tbi^tiHlv'erfal 
,go(jd pf t.hjs cqiJnti7,withoutcbnfiningtKelr views, 
' pr.pirtially regarding whether North Amtri'ca is 
. more v^yable than z)\e Su^hf TJlatidr^'hivx^-cifiYi. 
' merited their "notice and care, being both of ihefti- 
.'matile value to the mother-country, andVecifM*- 
cally fb_to each other; and aH three foeffentaally 
connected, that whatever happens to the difadvan- 
' tage of the one, muft in proportien ■ atFeft the 
other. For the Weft India iflands depend apon 
. North Jmerimt in a great meafure, for provifioris, 
mill, and other timber ; as well as for hoifes, cat- 
tle, arid" many things abfolutely neceffMy for 
the ufe of the plantations ; which are paid ror in 
fpecit, fug4T\ ''«*»» melafies, and other i^ntarion- 
■ producp :. niofeover, the melafles being; diftilled 
mtQ r\im"m Hortb America, are of great advantage 
to the merchants there,- in carrying on- iht African 
trade direi^ly from thcncci which enables them to 
make returns for thofe manufafliut-es,'' S^fi they , 
receive from hence with greater facility. ■ All pofli- 
ble care fliould be taken to prevent his ma^efty's 
. fubjeds purchafing lugar, rum, and partkulafly 
melalTes, in the French iflsbds, by prohibiting their 
importation into North America, by laying a 
B 2 f ■' higher 
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.''m flw, ma4t ip tKe fijf th, feaxi^t W^tid rtiaiifl/s 

-^ aD4-cpc9ar«ging,tnc"txaiae' Itt^ 

;j(^,Oll idl^prBigft'fugar^/rai fs.'ta 

rAUityioa* ?s,,itw^ th««^tj ll'tlie 

ends of a proHibinoh. "" ,■-.■■ ' 

oj TBHt:JHpprj^iW( . 

-jlbpfciF^din,tJi( ► 

,*pyft :be;KMJnd t( f 

, J^rth. 4'nericf -j , 

ihg.-rfigisrffrpffi the ; 

.vaBd,^tb« ineam t 

■. Ai^enca, "wanted 
."fad,van(:qd?ptheBri ^ . ^ „ j 

-ii:5a4?a;9f5^ refufed' W t^e ah^'tMwi'/roirithcht 
ix^ Xn^YjsfiMCYi which dc^ocd'th^mbf ^m&ft'^l 
tttcirgcid »mi fiircr, for warn of wbJcfi they we're 
often bropght into great diftrefi ; 'tIicrfef6tc"'4H the 
fftiopsy |;l>e. J^orth "American traifcrs iiied'ttf iwtivc 
; from the BritiHi planters, was'carricd tb'fo#eigi> 
'fug^^T^lojiies,, and there laud out, iii' the purchSi: 
■.*fifcgara';;Tum, and melaires* Which' 'vre^e tirried 
lo oijcivorthern colonies, and^, there the 

-.place of ;;fi»gar, runi,/aii|d'melair(S,fi Bri- 

■ *iQi ftigar jflands i ap'd cohfequently" lem 
■n.Qt Qpjy of the conmoiption of fo n htif 
,|trQcipfl:,_j>ut ahbof their gold and fil.^. — 

Wj^f^as if fhe planters' in the- Ktreign colonies 
Iweice philiged tofiifrchafc what they ■jyarrt'frbm the 

■ Iffijiiftijfv.'S^'is'vmlt.re^y tnbhcy otily,' and not 

allpw^^ tO| give . their fugarj riim, andrtielalTcs In 
..bafK f for the fame, it T^uld'mak'e the ballance 'of 

that 
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i^fid^ib^ Chei fticure-'much moee. in odr fevour 
'^anlehte bMn ag^nftusj becaD&rveiiai^glb 
rgrti^y nttcnded thefiriiifti dowinion on the con- 
^tiiVtht-W "Aittteticfa, Ae-^Frtnch in their fugxr 
~ifI&Hds'o3iSAdt; be fupplicd with vbat tfacy'watjt 
■fri!rm-tfitri6e^'btit by theEnglifii; therefore the 
^BiMlK trad«rehiay chufe to be paid for thfcir mw- 
cHahdit^^ti fiieh manner U'dieyfhaliplcafe^ which 
■ .■'thePt«fcliWiU'beundtr*iwc«flityof complyiog 

- '''If't^'frdl^knenfti tb' tholt who srt acqwliated 

~mth 'the' fiigar' ill&nds, th!it- the profits of the plaa- 
^tet^jK^tifttd'a^the'V^Jtti-fiadsfiiriits rum attl 
'Ht^Wa ; 'for' if -fugaF oa^i, and no rum and me-* 
Jaflcs cpuI(HJe/ prcHjiftedifrom the ibgar duie, it 

- wald%M^ (pay thedupctite df adtoiev and ma^ 
•tiuf5ba^**rigitifttd:fti^. 'Therefoce aa;the cc»- 
:fbnr^M[fW ram imd^tt)fctaffi;s isfltipped or in- 

■ Creided, tW^fgAtf colonies < whether Eng^ilh or ^ 
- ttigri) "iWift pefp<!<aivtly thrive ordedine. And u 
■^nim-is aotifllciwed to be imported into old France, 
'■orarty-oP'itstoIdhies (bocaufe it intcricru whh 

■ brandy, -Which is the ppodoit of the roother-coun- 
^try)'this' tV^dttitly fliewi- how much ic is in the 
■pofferoF-^frest-Britain to check the ptiogrcfs of 

■ theFreiidi-^Bgar jflanids, and advance that of her 

■ tjwn. 'pbr ff rfie" brin^g French rum and mc- 

- lalTes intpatiy Of theBritiOi dominions, can ixef- 
VfeftuaUy'fteppcd, tit theprt^tsmade by mm and 
' mel^i; i»rhe French, fi^gar colonies, vnxM be 

loft to therti ; becAufc they could find no vent for 
-it in any dther part of the wbrld. 

This'.'poiric ftriftly at^nded, and invaciably ad- 

■ hered to; ahd^ the African trade fecurcd t» the Bri- ' 
tifti fub{e6ts; to the-fxttht: of their, natural and 

"un'donbted right, -would; dhninifli the gmwth of 

■ fugar inthe Frtnch iflknds, and incncafc it iri our 
' own*, and'-might, -wiih-thif ^addition of our new 

■ acquifitions, very probablyin the coorfe of fome 

yeafs^ 
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' years, be a means of enafeliiiK tht^ Edj^ to uiv^ 

derfd tbetn at all fol-eign markets^ EMr^pe,; and 
confine them to their, own confumption. Thcrc- 
"fore it is humbly lubmitted to the confK^atioa bf 
the legillacive power, whether this tradcf.fo appa- 

-rently hurtftil to the natiwial incereft^ef diis king- 
dom, (which will moft certainly be 'Carried oa in 
the lame ihanncr it waa before the war) .ought not 
to be flopped without delay } and the hnppnatiui 
of foreign fugar, rum, or melalTes, into any of 
the Briiifti xoloniea in North America prodiiSted 
under Tucli penahics, ^nd with fi^cih: encourage- 
ments to: inform andietse* as may be adequate to 
the crime, tn'Order.tq'ptic ^iveSc^uJ^'ftc^ f»iu(^ 

.apernicioasand dcftru^ivtrcommerce. . , , - , 

Fron\nhac has beepbeiforeobferved, itrwili^t 
as -pcefunscd, evidently .^ip^tt&X hoff .nweflapy -it 
omuft be £pr the advantage pf the Britifli.fuga^ co- 

- lonie3,-;to promote as m^ch as pofliblctheiue and 

> confomption: of rum and mekfTes, f^pon^whicn, 
in a great jneafure, the well>being and profpericy 

. of the planters depend. On t]i^t accont^t, and In 
order.to promote fuch defiral^e purpole, fuppofe 
the duties.on mclafles, and'theexcife oq rum,.wcrc 
ta be lowercxl, fuch procedure would 'flavour our 
plantations in their rivalftiip with Fnince,.,.and the 
lelTening thefe duties will, in a, great ^meafuEC, 
prevent/the fmil^ing of foreign brandy to fuch 
a degree, as may probably augmeiit the revenue 
ariGng theccfrom, by a greater quantity of rum atid 
melalfcs being, difpofed of, which confequently 
mud: confiderably encreale our navigation i and the 
difadvantage to our rivals in trade will be in pro- 
portion to our fuccels. Beiides, rum^ if it can be 
got ata.reafonable rate,: will greatly increafe the 
confumption of male- .fpirits, by mixing them in 
fuch proportion as ^^re 'friable to th&paUue of an 
infinite variety of people. This is- evident from 

the 
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the great: quMtkics,' and the various jprices t}ia< 
fpirjts are'fMd-fer Under the denomination of jom, 
which art froiTJ '5's. -or 7 /i tcf f o j. ^er galbn. ; ■ 

■ The' trade carried oft between Great BricajHt 
Irekndi North Amerfcai the Weft India iflindi 
and Africa, is «f greaidP advantage to this coun- 
tiy, than all bur other trades whatfocver, arifing 
irom the great exportation of Br^i/b manufa^ures, ' 
£aji Liiia goods, p'ro^ifidns fls well as linens &om 
Ireland, whkh are paid for *ich fpecie, /ugar, te- 
bficco, ricty cotton, and other plantation-produce i 
and with the coAimoditics of Africa, fuch as gold- 
dufi, ha wax, elephants teeth, gum Senegal, vdnoai 
forts of dying woods, and particularly Negroes for 
the plantatisHs; whtn^e itimanifcftly appears, upon 
the African trade, and the invaluable commerce 
of our colonies, above two-thirds of the Briti(h 
navigation depends ; and for this very obvious rea- 
fbn' \i tnay be aJI^rted, that in theveflels employed 
for faid trMfiC, the moftufeful failors for manning 
his ^ia]e!fty^ navy (the great bulwark of this na- 
tion) are bred; bfe'estyfe they are inured to the 
manner of living on' board ftiips, as well in the 
hot as in the cold'climates j which is not the cafe 
of failors taken out oi coafting veflels, ccJliers, and 
traders to the north leas, as hath been frequently 
experienced by the many (ycryufeful) l^vesinour 
expeditions to the Eaftand Weft Indies being loftj 
and that' fttality'was chiefty owing to their not 
having been accqftomed to live on lair provifions„ 
and to bear the exceffiv^e heat of the climax, 
which they were unacquainted with, and unprac- 
tifed in. 

■ To prevent the like cataftrophes hereafter, whep 
Mcafion fhall require, we would propofe the chu- 
fing out of the feveral ihips that may lie in tiie 
harbours of Great -Britain, I'uch failors only as Ihall 
h»ve been a voyage or more to the Iwt countrie-i. 
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co-man fiich cxpeditiott Rfwu for thef; puts^of-. 

the irorld^ where the fun'-ti power is Arong, as tJue. . 
more pnib^e meaasi <^, prefemng ,cbc. lives of: a,. 
great number of thote valuftb^ fiulQrs, wbo mfiy 
not have had a feafoningi and have been mo^y.- 
cmploycdintfae coalting.cra^ and flunt vqysget. ' 
. We have been induced to throw out this, hist, in 
hopes, that it may engage the attention of fome 
more: able pen, to form, a fcheme for fuch a g09d,. 
humane, and noble endf before the coDimence". 
meat of another war.* 

It muft be ^owed by thofe who have a general 
Jcnowledge of the trade- and commerce of Grtat- 
firitain and. heland, thai the Negro trait on the; 
coaft oi j^riea, is the cluef vid fundatnei^tal fup- 
port oS the Britifb ceiciiiet, by fupplying thf;m with 
that race of ufeiul pe(^e called Negroes, to be 
employed in cultivating the knds. Bpi; vfhen there 
fs either a deficteocy: (tf th^m^ or ib^c ^y ^jc 
purchafrable but at high prices, thep fuch checks 
muft greatly impoverim our Britilh plantei? ; apd 
in confequencc, coniidfcrably diminifli the- wealiih, 
power, aside and navigattOii of thefe kingdoms, 
the ^icreafe of which; has been, in a great mea^ 
fure, owing to the extetifive comsoerce to ai^ 
from our colonies and plantatims : thereff)^ their 
not being properly fuppUed with I^egroes,. muHc 
be extremely detrimeacal to ihcm i w^ph induces 
US to make ftime obfervauons-tqtoiii ^ memc^ial 
taken notice of in the FnHfc L^ett ,of the third 
of November lafl, wherein it was 40e^ed) that 
fir iViUiam Meredith^ one of the repcefentatives jq 
parliament for the town of Liverpool., h^d -prc-r 
Tented a memorial to the rigbl hohourvUe the earl 

* It ii tuiehiunblyineaiitriuttofend thofe fiulort that ms]! 
tw pteSed oat of collieis, or coalting velTeli, direCII}' on foathern 
voyages, tiU they have been ufed' to live apoa fftlt proviflow bt^ 
{«o^« lime on board fti^of vas qiacotd^liiaab;. 
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of Egrmentj one of his majefty's principal fecre- 
taries of ftate, ** fetting forth the great advantages 
** of the trade of Guadaloupey where they receivei 
*' 334»6o5/. iij. 2(/.* for 12,347 ftavcs; the- 
** cargoes of 41 fhips, purchafed in Africa with 
'* Bfittlh manufadures; praying that the poflef- 
** fion of that iiland might be thought of in the 
" ne^ttation for peace, if not incompatible with- 
*' the general fcheme of affairs.** This memorial 
we could not have expcAed from that quarur, 
recolle^ng that the great Hardman is no mwe. 
, Had he been living, it would not have been 
wondered at, as he was noted for his contriving, 
and being induftrtous at procuring and prefendng, 
memorials and petitions. He even influenced 
ibme merchants of the town of Rippon in York- 
fhire, to petition the parliament, when that great 
and important trade to Africa was under its con- 
iideration. He likewife prevailed on many other 
towns to petition, all as little interefted and con- 
nected with the trade of Africa, as Rippon ; and 
f»id Rippon was never famous for any other manii' 
^ftory, that we could hear of, but that of making 
fours ; and the cream of the jeft is, that not a 
* iingle pair, as a commercial article, was ever fent 
to Africa; at the fame time many other meafures 
were purfued, very lingular methods taken, and 
abfolute untruths averted as fafts, to miHead the 
legiflature, in order, as it is fuppofed, to prevent 
the forts and ferments being put upon a proper 
. eftablifhment, that were all as inconliftent as the 
Rippon peddon. 

It was at that period boldly advanced at the 
fear of thehoufe of Commons, and with great in- 
duftry jM-opagated among; the members, that the 
^rts in 4fr'f'» were only ufcful, as marks of pofleffion 

f Snppored to be pud for in [Janution -produce. 

C and' 
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lad fover^My; i^ich, if tnie, why has '?.5^/ 
14J. 2d. ftetBBgboen expended irt building partof 
*fbrt K-i^iMiBJitffl;: to the 30th June, 1756, ds ap-" 
pears by the African conlmitw^sfcettounts »' that" 
tiinei when the ftipdier building of' that fort was 
put under the ditcftton of the boawl of dfdrtance * ? ' 
which fum haa been fincc paid by the public mori ' 
than the annual grant of io,dod/; thin iiififted W 
flifficicnt for the fdpport of die ftwts. But' wt Have' 
been informed, thofe prtvarfctthig advocwes have' 
fince altered their opinion, and think It avery irt-" 
adetjuate fiim for fuch pui-poft : and If appears by 
the votes of die honourable houte of Commons,' 
^plication has been made td parliament to enlarge 
the annual grant ; and there waa granted for the 
year 1761, 13,000/. and for the year 1762, the' 
like fum, by which it is conjcfhipcd the faid advo- 
cates have found it abfotur6ly'n«cef!!kry thst the' 
forts ought to be kept in a better ftate than that of 

But that cannot be done, when we -OonBder irt 
what manner the money granted by pafllament to 
the African corhmittoe, is ap^opri^ted in AiricSi 
which the government never receives iiny account of.' 

The great argument made ufe of to the thert 
minifters-f, to obtain adliihlUtioB Of the latcAfri-'' 
can company, by the advocates for the pfefent' 
fyltem, was, that 10,000/. was quire adequate and' 
fuffieient for the fupport and maintenance of the 
fbrcs. This, I believe^ was- one of the fttxingeft' 

* It appears bjiiheaccouDtsofihat board, rtfctttkubKnef'r 
fteiHjeilbj'-theiii.t.O'tb.e aiA-Mar4i, -t7&i, in $ni£bing l^id fpri 
■15,014/. tSj. ^d. To tnac rebailding it ba« coft 34,590/. iii.. 
J y. fteriing, *hich fort ii only ufefiil for the defence of the 
iiegttM in thetowa' under it, xnd to pfotoSt tb^m from their 
epemlei of tb«r awa coioctr, who have no mrnon or mortar*,- 
aod toderend the landing- pi ace, that no (hip of farcecan get near; 

f His grace the d— e of N rle, f y of ft e; the 

light hoftouraWe H— yP— Ifr— m, firR loid of Ac t^ — y, and 

feafont 
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rtafiMls A>r thMb minKtes .adopting; their fcheme* 
«hi^ h^ u iftudi liruth in it^ as rtimf other of- - 
fertiotu at ^ titAe made iife c£. 

The k« o*tti|Mutyk fft>tT» their cJfpef fence, in- 
liAtdtJiMfUm was very inruiSciefH;-, which it reaUy 
wu(. eVcn rd give in jirt;icnts ^nutlly to the piin- 
cqml n^tirn^ tt> Icvluvftte fuch sn tntereft u is noc 
iniy lutc^iBkryi but ftb^uteJy efl'^ntisl to Aippoit 
•ndptomote the hotiour, power, juiifdiftiort, and 
tndt of ^kmt Bfirain on .the coift of Africa. 
H<kwcvtr, tbete has betn gnntfid, Qntx the i^^ 
wtFc put «nder the care of the prcfent Africa 
coiDtnittiie fibr ilieii' fupport, from ad FebruarJ-i 
«75I, to kd February, 1763* 136,009/, whieh 
ii ti,3$j/.. 6si .SJ.f€r atmmn, exclufive of what 
was ex|>eQd«d in buUding the fort at Annaimbost 
2<{ocwithftanding fud grancs, the forts have not 
been kept even * as marks «f pofieHion and £>■ 
vereignty ; which undentabte truth the editor is 
ready to prote, if called upon. 
. Mourn! mourn!. O Livtrpeel, for the loJs of 
thy great hero and Champion, iitho was at aU 
times ready to enter the lilb in defence of thy trade 
and commerce. But, Britain rejtMce; for what 
may have been for the advahtage of-the town of 
Livtrpotlt might be greatly detrimental and pre- 
judicial to the general trade and commerce of this 
country and 'a% ct^tiies-, which furely muft 
clearly appear from the bcfbremeniiohcd tnemo^ 
rid. For I bdieVe it will be allowed, if we were 
to etuxeale and ntend the number of our colonies 
in North America, and the Weft- Indies, it Would 
be difadvantageous to Great Britain, unlets they 
can be fupplied with a fufiicieot number o^ peoplie 
ibr their defence and Cultivation, at as reajonable 

• The African committee have ilfo received to the end ofllift 
ye«P 17561 l6zo/. gj. 8^. for fome of the late comptuty'i ef^ 
it&t, aed fv idmiffioDi \sit9 tlte d^* wanfity, 

C 2 an 
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an expence as poQiblei withouc taking; the hands 
thht are ufeful and tiiccGary in hafbaAdiyi, and the 
fcvcral manufaftures of the mothcr-coumry. 
• Then furcly, as Guadaloupe wis furrcndcred by 
Capitulation to the Britilh arms, no lot^r than 
fincethe 4th day of May, 1759-, and as the mer" 
chants of Liverpool had imported 12,347 Negrqes 
into that ifland fon^e months ago, which muft 
have been the cafe, or they could not have hadio 
exa£t an account; we may well conclude thu a 
great number of Negroes have alfobeen carried to 
Guadalovpe, and the other conquered' iflands, i^ 
the merchants of Londen^ Brijhl, and other ports 
that carry on a trade xo AJTiea^ and h«ve b^B 
carrying negroes from the time they h'ad the laft 
accounts, which wc may fuppofe to be at leaft fix 
months preceding the merchants of U'verpoo^s 
memorial being prcfenred to lord Egremoni. 
■ This muft be undoubtedly of great -advantage 
to the French planters, and extremely detrimental 
to our North American and Weft India colonics, 
for want of the Negroes that have been fold ta 
thofe conquered iflands j which muft confrquently 
caule a fcarcity, and enhance the price of thole 
carried to the real colonies of Great Britain, Be- 
caufe the merchants of Uverpoel, and others con^ 
cemed in the African trade, muft be truly fenfible, 
that' theycan find beneficial markets in our colonies 
for treble the number of .Negroes they can purchafc 
with Britifii manufaftures. ■ So that the confump- 
tion of thofe manufactures is not encreafed, as they 
would infinuate, by their felling Negroes to the 
'French iflands (for fo I muft call them while they 
have French inhabimnts) when the felling fuch Ne- 
groes is fo apparently difadvantageous to our co- 
lonies that are inhabuted by Britilh fubjctSs ; on 
which account we fubmic, whether as we are to give 
back to France Martmco^ Guadalou^ey Mariga- 
lanle. 
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. imte,' Dejerade, and St..Luda, orders lliould not 
be' immediately Cent to the governors of fuch 
iflands, to prevent Britijb fubjefts fellingahy Ne- 
groes to the French, which it would be impoliuc 
to do, even were wc to have kept pofleflion of 
them. 

'.. The (hips that- have been fitted out, and are 
upon their voyages with an intention to icU Ne- 
groes on the French ijlands, may difpofe of them tn 
the adjacent JSn'/(/& rt^««J, where. they will meet 
with puEchafers for any number,, at fuch prices as 
jwill make their . voyages profitable. Therefore 
foch' order will not be hurtful to the merchants, 
but c^' great advantage m the Britijh flaitierj, and 
txinfequemty fo to tlus country. 
■. Itis for that reafon weinfilb it.was-our intercft 
to return thofe iflands to France, to whom (if pro- 
per fteps are purfued by us) they muft and will 
oecome a continual expence, burthen and incum* 
brance; nor would our retention of them have 
been an. advantage to .us: for as the inhabitants 
are French, we muft always have kept a. military 
force there at a very great .«pence, of which re-- 
cruiting would be no fmaU part. And one great 
confideration ought to be, the timiher ef BrUifh' 
fubjeSs that would die in thai unhealthy climate, if 
zhey were only the Ibldiers that muft annually be 
Xent to complete the rcgiioents necelTary to be kept 
on that fervice. That fervice alone would be pro- 
du&rve of a great expence \ and the lofs of fo 
many fubjefts wogld prove very detrimental to 
Great Britain. 

. Befidcs, for argument's fake, let us fuppofe wc 
had kept Mtrlinice, Guadaloupe, St. Liuia, Mari- 
galante and Deferade, it would have been highly 
difadvanrageous to the Britijb planter!, and mult 
prejudice them much in thar circumftanccs, fo as 
m a fhort time to reduce the old Britijb fugar 
, iflands. 



,9 iizsaoy Google 



{ I* J 

illancb. tittw {o populous and fiourillung, ca fucb 
Rate, that it madr me tremble to think (^ iti be-t 
caufe the Bridfh jIfricaHttadcti would {apply thdBi 
iflands taken &om the FivncK with Kegroes, ift 
preference to the old Briii/b colonies -, which luUjT 
appears by the number they have been fupjidied 
with already ; and asthbfe iflanxjs'are ii6w deded 
to France, will be cf great advantage to the |^an» 
tcrs therein, by their having beta in oarpo6ei&on| 
on account of the Negroes they'havd porcha£ed to 
cultivate their plantations. And had wfekept End 
iilands, as foon as they had been fiifficiently mx:k*di 
they would have carried on a trade for thfe redtHi'* 
dant Negroes, with their countryhien at St. J>gi 
mingo. Hence it apprars, th^ great care onift b« 
taken to prevent their having it in their itower. io 
to do after dtofe iflands are reftored to Fnnce \ as 
We db not in the le^ doubt, but from the inter* 
courle our countrymen have had with them for tht 
iakcof profit, contrads wiU be made fbrfudi anti' 
national puipbfo. And tuch -a commerce would 
enable thetn and liic ^ftMert of St. Domui^e to 
culiivatt: fugarand other plantation -proiuce fuffi- 
dent to fUpjAy all Eu'opet and. by foch meana 
'prevent Great Brinurt's waping the advantage that 
fhe derives from the eX^rtation.pf the produce of 
her colonies : whidi is ft) etitintial a bcne&c to her«. 
and is one of the &A caufes of our receiving a 
ballanCd of trade from fbr4i§n countries, and in 
which the landed intereft, merchants and manu* 
fat^rers of GreMt Sritam ?jvi Irttani^ at alfo the 
planters and merchants in our celoniesy art fo tnatei 
rialiy concerned aird incerefted. For the lands in 
Britain . muA idways rife and fall in prnpixtibn al 
our manuia(5tun» and navigation pl-ofper or de-^ 
cline, and the nauonal revenue encreafeor dimbilh, 
as the trade df our coSonies i^ in a tfioreorled 
flourifhing Wi^. 

Therefore 
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• Thenfor? is It iVot evident* that then is not ^ 
cnw in thi) kingdam, who, in proportion to hit 
pofle^cn and prc^ity in the community, does 
0»t p)ut4ke (Sf the boneElts and xdrantagos accra? 
iog franj the ^ieaH, fierib jhuricatt^ and ffefi 
J^4» tPtdes I and who would not be a fufFcrer in 
pK^rtiflo to hia fituatiofi in life, JhoMld they di^ 
minilh, by falling inm the hands of people belong- 
ing to any other nation ? where, top^fing it to 
be the fcuc, the prpfit of thofc valuable tradcai 
fnu^ cot^ucQtly center, 

For notvithftanding the advantage ihe Fiench 
iobftbitanu would h^ve Iiad by our retention of 
iHcfe iflands, they w^auld t^ nothing from us for 
the uie of tbein&ivea, or their plantations, but 
what tl;iey mre obliged ta oqt of the greateft ne- 
feflity; dfi «e have no wines to fupply them'with, 
which are propw for that counti7 : fo that they 
VQUld have their wines, apd every thing elfe they 
fKHiM pofHbly procure, from France ; having been 
Wcaftomed from tteir infancy to wear French, 
vhich they Tvould erer lode on as their own native 
n«»nufa<^res. And lorry I am to fay, too tnany 
tiS tiiem are ufed in the Britifli colonies, as we)i 
^ ifl this counriy. For, which rcafon they vould 
^ways have a diilike to Britifh manufafhires, and 
that would induce th^m to purfue every mea- 
fun to fmuggle their own into thofe idanda ; and 
fin' clu: fake <^ proiit, many EngUlh traders would 
be ioduoed to carry them from the Ifle of Man, 
QuccnJhy, Jeriey, and other peaces, in pr^erence 
to thofe of their own country, which has already 
been the ca&. But {uppofing it not fb, the real 
profits of thofc iflaoda, while poflefled by French 
inhabitants, would not center in Great Britatn,^ 
but in France i becaufe, on account of the diffe- 
rence in religion, they would fend their children 
thitiierfor educa.tionA ^4 m.ak.^provinon for them- 
fclvc^ 
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iches to retire there, always looking u'pcni' it" » 
their home. Even fo our planters do in regard t* 
Great Britain ; for all thfkc who go id the Weft 
Indies, or are born there, have no inRnoon to end 
thdr days in that climate, but are ahva^ aiming 
to lay by a fofEcicncy «> go home, as they call it^ 
that is, the Englt/b planwrs to come to Great Bri- 
iatHy znd the P'rencb to France. 

By what has hitherto been advanced, furely k 
will evidently ' appear to every impartial reader, 
that had wc rctain'd the French fugar iffands, tjiej" 
would not have been of any advantage to this 
country, but on the contrary. It is not the num- 
ber or iflands, where fagar, tobacco, rice, and 
other plantation-produifts are rufed, that wilt be 
advantageous to this or any other country, witb^ 
out they can be fupplted with a Efficient number, 
of Negroes for their cultivation ; the land being 
all tilled by hand-labour with the hoe, as there 
JE no ploughiiig with oxen and horfes in the Weft- 
IndieSi, except in Jam^ca; where cwol .or three 
planters have ufcd the plough to ibme part of their 
plantations, where the foil was light, andof a&ndy 
nature -, And all other work is done by Negroes, as 
Europeans cannot do any laborious work there. 

Their field laieurers, fugar boilers, -diftillers, coo^ 
fers^ miH-wrirbiSt (arpenie^, mafettSy builders, fmiths, 
and Iwufe farvants, art iUiks-; therefore it -Js not 
the number of iflands, bat the greateft number of ' 
the heft Negroes that benefit the moiher-country^ 
which fort we can make appear, ,the French &ncc- 
the year 1729, in times of peace, to the com- 
mencement of the prefent war, have been con- 
ftandy fupplied with. That is one of the true- 
caules why they have produced &ich quantities of' 
fugar, arid other plantation-produft ■, that for fe- 
veral years before the war, they were become our 
^vals at foreign markeu, h &r.as to dravfrom. 
th«i(;q 
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tWft^i great ainauatbtoeQ oitfwitvi fnoiu 
X3i FrtRce:* But this ^ge& mmild hitve be«i pM.. 
vented, if proper mea&mihad been purfue<i I^ 
us for.thc pceftrrddon of thiD J^mn tradci to tint 
part of ^ca where the hardy Negroesi who are 
lanred to l^uur in their e«[n cQuntrjr^ were to be 
purchsfedi 

. The Freocht ixwx theyoar i^29« tDthieend of 
the year 1738, ciarried fran the Gaid Ctu^^ Ptp^ 
aad Wbfd^, fifUtn at fevrnftw tbc^^ <if thofe 
viduable people aimua% y when jW fitot^mi, in 
any one yrar daring that period* were not carried 
to the Brtdfli plaotattOBSi which is the trueft 
reafcn thaccan be affigud fa; the p!rQQ)cnty of 
the Breach calomes, arid . the main fpring fif the 
great incceofc of thnr prodttfti For they do not 
undecfiand the cbhivadoh and mani^einent of a 
plantation in anf degree equal to tbcBritilh plan- 
ters: thcrdbm their advaatage and fuocfCt iaa- 
been owingi in a great mcafure, to the gCKxl and- 
hardy laboQiers they have had to till (heir lapd* 
and maokdiidnm the pEoduA of it.. 
■ We do«bt not bus iho oxrchants trading to- 
. Airica will fay, they havcinqMrtcd fiacethe year 
1729* more Negroei infio tkt&iti/b fljgar iflamls» 
than the F^tncb iiawc to theirs in time of pca(;e (to 
the conuneacement of the prelent war). We adoiic 
they have, of Negroes from Gamhit, Calsiivri Mo^' 
my, Btnin^ dae viadmatd t90^ and Jg^l». Bwe. 
we take upctfi us to affint, they canpot with. 
truth &y, they have imqiQrted to the cf^nies a^ 

* tot feveral ycart bcfbre Lhe »», the Freoch received ftoni 
ibreign nations above 1,000,000/. flerling for the miele of Sa- 
gar onljr ■ bcGdn a large fum for indigo, and oikcr Weft Ib£i 
indnfi*; tbe lofi of wbkh wi^ iM}<K* thna, witlioaf delaj',. 
ti> puQi OD their trade to Africa with the utsioft vigeor, which, 
we know, they are^making great prepatatiant to do, that fufi> 
cicnily poinci out tlTe neceffity for foine mn^rci to b« Ipec 
i\\y takra to prcveol their fucceedisg, 

p many 
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_ many Negroes frOrfi the Geld Coafiy Pope^ and WhU 
dab, which are the moft valud>le for the laborious 
cultivation of the fugar-cane, and other pkma- 
tion-produft, and mano^u^unng ie inK>'ftq|ar and 
ram, for the following reaTons. - ■ 

The GeidCeaJl, Ptjv^ andff^bidai Negroes are 
born in a part of Africa that is very barren ; a 
imall bullock carried thither from another part, 
when fatted, will fell for near 31/. a fheep for 
ZOJ. four fmall fowls for 4;. fterling, and aH other 
provifions in proportion^ except Bdi; and their 
coarfe kind of bread, -which is their chief food. 
On that account, when able to take the hoe in 
Iiand, they are obl^d to gO" and cultivate the ■ 
land for their fubftftante. They alfo live hardily^ ' 
fo that when they are carried to our plantations (as 
they have been ufed t&hxrd labour from their in-, 
fancy) they become a ftrong, robuft people,' and 
can live upon the fort of food the planters allow 
thefn'; which is, bread made of Induacorn, and 
6fli,- fueh as- herrings and pilchards fait froai 6r»- 
tain, and dried fi£ from North America, being. 
ftich food as they lived upon in their own country. 
Indeed they live better in general in our planta- 
tions ; ami they are always ready,' on tfacir arrival 
there, to go to the hard work neccflary In 
planting and mantifafturing the fugar cane. 

On the other hand,' the Gambia, Caiaifiry Benefy 
and Angola Negroes aro brought from tho& parts 
of J^riea, that are extremely ferriic, '^rfiere every 
thing grows alraoft fpontaneoufly ^ and where a- 
bullock maybe bought for left than 20J. a Ibeep 
for 1 J. and a dozen of fowls for the fame. They 
have every other neccflary of life in great plenty. 
On that account, the men never work, but lead an> 
indolent life, and arc iW general of a lazy difpofr- 
Uoriand tender conftitution ; for thenecefiary work 
ambng tfiem is done by the women^ which is littlo 
more 
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4nQre thin fetching ^pod to drefs thnr visuals ; 
fo that when thpfe people are carried tp ovfj fugar 
iAands, they are obliged to be nurfed, to be taken 
great care of, and brought to work by degrees. 

The planters, when the GW</ Ce«/and fFhidab 
Negroes were carried to the fugar colonies, be- 
fore the French interfc!^ in that trade, found 
there was not a fufficipnt nym'^cr tQ extend their 
cultivation, by parrying, on alj the differcni plant- 
ing bufincfs, and therefore were a(cuiloQied| to pur- 
chafc thofe tender (the worit fpri of) Negroes, and 
employ thecn for houfhold ferv^nts, tp raiff cprn, 
aloes, look ^ter cattle, bring them up to trades 
and pafy labour, knowing them unfit for the 
liard work neceJTary in fugar-plantations. 

The Negroes pf the river Gamhia are better than 
the laft-mentioned ; both of which are much more 
■proper for the North Amfrican planters, as they 
have plenty of provisions at a fmall expence, an^ 
on that account, can uff; them to gentle labour, 
and inure. the.a), by degrees, to work with the fame 
foct pf food they were accuftpmcd to in ;heir pwn 
fouptry. 

But that is npt the ca|^ of the planter in the 
fugar iflands t which fufHciently proves how difad- 
vantageous it muit be to have iu(M imported there, 
in pp:ferfiice tp rhoje ihfit would be fo immedi- 
ately ufeful atl.d ferviceable, or to let the Frenck 
purch^c the bertcr. fort. 

Yet fuch h?^ he^n the caft:, i|, being fpr thein- 
tereft of iftf African merphants to fupply the £rir 
//^'pJaotfFS with the inf^rioj: fort, as each Negro 
cofts much lefs on the coail gf Angola., &c. than 
thofe from the Gold Co^fi, &c. which fayes a greac 
deal in the outfet of the. cargoes fcnt to Africa, 
and confequently greatly encreafes the,nctpra&c 
on the voyages, as the tender and worft fort of 
J^egrocs will Tell in the fugar iflands for near as 
p 2 ■ ■ " great 
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great a price each as the bcft, prwidaa then % 
none of the latter at itn^et ; and a gtvat^t- &iam- 
ber of the former fc^eing frl^eft to die, ihiSft en- 
creafe the deman4. 

This I thouj^ prof^ to tf&e notice «£» n>lhew 
how- neccffaty it will be for the iniwtff of thi» 
country, that the Fteneh ftiotild net ft>r the future 
be allowed to tr^ in Africa^ at cape J^oUniay 
or between it and thfe rivet VeltA, whn^, and ^ 
pofio and Whidahi to the erfhrard of Ait river, 
the valuable Negroei bejfof^meatioBied, adapted ^7 
their natural conftitution lor cultivating t^e £i£^ 
plantations, iire to t>e p^rchated t otherwue in times 
pf- peace, thty wiU bfe cdnft^ally raaliing en- 
croachments as heretbfare ; Co that when the late 
company's governor at Cape Coaji Cajtle (aw a 
French vcHH upon the <i<^ Coaft, he ufcd to or- 
der an officer to go on board with a ^eflitge to. 
riie following pu^rt. 

** You are ordefed ep, board the Freneh veflel, 
•' to tdl the maflcr, the governor and council do 
•♦ Hot make trade with the febje^b-of France^* 
*' nor do thpy fufi^r the natives to trade with th«n. 
•* But as therefubfifts'a gocKi frittidftiip and alli- 
•' ance between the king ctf "Great Briaift and the 

V French king, if the mriter Iboyld ^ diftrefiet^ 
*• for water, or fuch like neccffaries^ he might 
V- have it u^n application, by j|dmittihg an otv- 
" ccf on.bpard, to prevcnt'l«s having intercourfe 
*' with the natives, w others, till he &ould have 
" received fuch fupplies; but that he £hould not 

V bf -allowed to trade to the weftwardofthe rivot 

V Veita, which if he atterhpted, ptDper miestfures 
•' wotald be taken to preveiit and'obftruft ^is coirir 
*■ merce. Therefore, flwuldhe ocgleA thofc op- 
** dcrs, and receive ^^riy damage thereby, It woul4 

^ The ofGcen commanding the oaufbr^, had 3b(oIate orjeu 
not to trade witiuhe rici<^. 

n b« 
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** be ~ hii own fault ', as the goreroor and counc A 
^ hedd thf tnule i^ the GoldCot^ the indubitable 
V: right and property pi the Rotj^l Afhicak 
** pOMPANV oj Enoland." 

This warnbg fometimcs had the defired cffcfti 
at Mhers, the governor and council were c^liged 
TO arm v«fl^ to drive chetq c^, wh^h occafioned 
the maftcrs of French fhips tfk proteft againft the 
laid goT?rno^ and council. The protcfts were fenc 
to them by the chevaliei: Glandtm^s^ commodore 
<rf le Content and Ori^atmKt two French men of 
^pu*, in his iettcrf dated Amaiptita Read, the 9th 
and lath of f^abniary,- 1751. wherein he Infiftecl 
that the French had an undoubted right to trade 
Co any p^C of Aflica,'out oi gun-Qtot oizny Eu- 
ropean fort. 

How fiir the t^ien gorernor and council were 
jufti^ble, in arming private fhips to defend and 
KMeTerve the tiwle and commerce under their can- 
in time- of peace, or any future couiicil may b^ 
■fot exerting themfelv{3 in & like manner, wc will 
not undertake to fay' ^ but are fully fatisticd -the 
French will go thither, and that the governor of 
the fort at Aqnamaboa ^ill not be able ro prevent 
their having mtcrcourfe with the nat^vcs'j ■but W 
arming veflels to fee them to the e^wardo^< the ri- 
ver reJifa. For wc areof (pinion, property an;d right 
are ijot to he tamely given up in thftc part of the 
world, in hope* of relief froiii biir adminiftration 
at home I it toeing fo' remote from the giving of 
immed^te redreft, and difta'nt from appeal •, or at 
leaft, it has happened fo in all cbmplafnts made tA 
former milliters. ' Many inftancea thereof can be 
^ven, which induced me to lay before the public 
the foregOin^g 'oblen^dohs, as the prclcnt fcems 
the moft proper time to have fuch rights fettled, ta 
prevent future diiputes betweeri the fubjefts of' 
pqth nations, which if hot prevented in an cfiVc- 
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tual manner, by pwting the fotts upon an eita4 
blifhrneiit, that theo£cets cotnaianding them may- 
be in fuch fituation, as to proteft the trade under 
their care from the encroachraents of any foreign- 
ers, will inevitably happen. 

It is alfo neccffaiy to remark, that the French 
fliould not be pcrpiittcd to re-fetde a fofiory they 
had before the wac at Jhred^ about a league be- 
low James Fort^ in the river Gamhi^t which was 
deftroyed by that gallant fea o$cer, an4 brave 
commander Sir George Pocock, in the year 1 744, 
but fettled again after the peace \ and again de- 
ftrpyed this war by Capt. Marfli, comniaoder of 
his maiefty's fliip Harwich. 

"If they are not permitted to re-eftabiifh that 
fa£lory, and the trade of Gambia and Senegal rivers 
are puriiied in a proper manner, Goree will be of no 
conlequcncc, but an expcnce to France, for many 
good realbns we think it improper at prefent to en- 
large upon ; knowine there is a work in hand that 
will foon be publiQiec, wheEcin all the advantages of 
the African ttadc are fully confidered from the 
time LETTERS PATENT. were graptcd by king 
Charles the fccond, the zjith day of Sqitember, 
1672, to cftablifli and incorporate the latf toyal 
African company of England; fliewing how the 
trade was carried on by that company, and the 
true caufe of their having been rendered unable 
to fupport their ibrts and fcttlements withput the. 
aid of government, with the ill confcqufijces that 
attended the decay of that valuable brapch of Bri.- 
tilh commerce, on which the profperiiy of ijur co^ 
Ionics, and fo many branches of our roanufajStures, 
depend; followed by obfervations on the qualities 
of manufactures fent thither, and the regulationis 
that it is necel^jy fliotjld be made regarding the 
iame. To which will be added, a plan to revivp 
8{id extend that trade to th^ ialw»4p9f 15 of 4fric^ 
' . fo 
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to fts tlic moftVv^uable NegroeS mAyht fccuretl 
jbr the Britifh planters, as the only means to prcr 
vent the groffth of the French colonies,, or at leaft 
to make them extremely- cxpenfivc and .burthen- , 
fomc to their mother-country ; andj on the con- 
trary, ours to become of the greweft benefit and 
advantage to Great Britain and Ireland. . . 
' Senegal is moft certainly a great and valuable ac- 
cjuifition to this country; if put upon a proper efta- 
biiihmentj as it will fectire to us all the gum trade, 
fo ufeful in our manufactures, and will greatly 
cnci^afe the Have, gold and ivory trades in Gambia 
river. For when Senegal was in poflcflion of the 
French, by means of ^ fort they had at Gallam^ 
about five hundred milc3 from the fea up that ri- 
ver (Gnce the decline of the Utc Africa company, 
by no factory being kept at Faifitenda^ about the 
fame diftance up Gambia river) intercepted the 
greateft part of the flave, ivory and gold trades, 
that came from the feveral inland countries to the 
north eaftof thofe rivers: therefore^ if properftep* 
are takcn^ thofc trades may. be greatly encreafcd 
and extended at an inconfideraHe cxpcnce, not 
having the fubjefts of iny foreign nation to inte- 
tcreft thcmfelves againft fuch a fchemc. 

The African merchants, to' vindicate themfelves 
in carrying on the trade for the werfi Negroes \n 

E reference to the other, ^ve out, that the better 
>rt are not to be come at. But there n do other 
grounds for fuch ai!erti<msy than that the rpads to 
tlu:>Je great and populous inland countrii^s lying at 
the back of the forts and fettlements on the Celi 
Cvaji, have been ftopt fince the year 1738, which, 
has prevented all intercourfc with the natives, ex- 
cept thofc who live within about fifty, miles of the 
fea-coaft ; whereby a flop was put to tTiat great 
trade which (Ame down, when the roads were kept 
open by the power andlsfluenecof the company's 
officers. 
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officers, u^d by their altiance iticl Frieadliiip vntW 
the feveral {irinces and people in power; living itl 
the difl^rent iountriii sear, ind in the towns on the 
iHd roads, that were opened and fettled b/ tiic 
late company's officers at a very great expehce; 

One great reafon for the decline of thdr powef 
aiid influence was, by th(i mdfters bf private trad- 
ing veHels putting in ^ra&icc every meafore they 
cotiid itiveiit to villify and reilder' the codapany's 
cheers inlignifkaiit and conumptitde to oie in- 
land ptoj^c and N^toes under tnnr commaod. 

By which finiftcr machinatioiiSj they loft that 
■weight artd authority fo ileceflary for dlcm to AEt 
as proted:ors of the injured^ and mediator in ad- 
juring and deciding difputes that frequently hip-- 
pen between African pnnctE j which if the corti- 
patiy's officers cannot actompli& by policy^ pre- 
fents, or amicabje melfuresr they flioold be main- 
tained iti fuch a refpei^ble fituatlon) as to be able 
to join the injured party, and to compel the refrac- 
tory to accQmmodate matters *, fo as to procura- 
peace, and bring the cptmtty to a ftatc of tran- 
quillity* 

For it is a miftaketi liotiofl, that the eompaflyV 
officers (during their command) created wars be-> 
twcen the African chiefs* in order to pUFChafe the 

?rifoner5, which fhould be made on either fide, 
'bis falfehood was propagated aUb U a certain 
time, to fcrve particular purpc^cs. Oi the con- 
trary, flaves are bred in the inland parts of AfritOt 
and ^nc for fale, according to the want thofe peo- 
ple are in for Europtan manufa^ures % the fame as 
an ox or horfe is taken to market, when a farmer 
in England wants money to pay his rent, or for 
other purpofei. Every man in Africa is looked 

' For mtneaaj troops are to be hired in Airica, at well M 
in JSveye, and M a mBcn cbcapot jv.%. 
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Upon to be a man of property ^pd power in pro^ 
portion to the number of Negro?s he is poffcflei^ 
of. ■ 

When funh dilbutes as abpve glanced at happen,' 
die CQfifequence fs an ipimediate itoppage of the 
roads by thofe people ne^eft the fea-fide, to pre-: 
vent their adveriarie,s getting, guns, powder, or - 
any other neoeffaries for war^ which in 1738 oc- 
caiioned the king of IVurfaw, and his allies, to draw 
a dilcri[)iinitij^g line along the G0I4 Ceafi for that 
intent; anij ! 'this hath ever fince prevented all in- 
tercoufe and xta^ wtch the inland natives in the 
direftway j as alto g^y gold or fiavps foffale com- 
ing from them, except a few ftolcn away by thtf 
king of fVaf^aWs Ipldicrs, ,with ^ htde gold -, and 
an inconfiderable number of ilaves brougfit from 
the great kingdom of v^»ftf, in a very (lifijcuU 
and dangerous way, by the trader^ of that country, 
in order to pgrchafc guns and powder at the Bri~ 
tifi, Dufeb^ aud Danifi) forts at Acra. 

Thefe traders are obliged to come and return in 
arm'-d bodies, many miles round about through 
ftrange countries, where they are afraid of being 
plundered by the natives of th^ir European goods, 
and are themfelves in ganger of being fciz^d upon, 
and fold as flavesi whicl)( preyents their bringing 
the trade down as ufual. 

Coftfequently, whenever the proper roads arc 
open, and proteftion given, there will be a greaf 
number of Qav^s, gold duft and elephants' teeth 
brought, dowa to the fea-fide, to purchase BfitiH^ 
manuftjJtures for fupplying the inhabitants of thofe 
extenflvc countries, that have ftood in need of theni 
fo mainy years. 

The obftrufting of fuch. intcrcourfe has occa- 
fioned our planters being deprived of fifteen or 
^wcnty thoufand of the bett aftd moft ufeful Ne- 
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groes yearly for their plantations^* ditd Creit 'Btl' 
tain has thereby alfo been prevented from receiving 
_fifty er Jtxty tbeufand ounces of gold duft, -f befidea 
Uiirty or forty tons of elephants teeth annually.^ 

It is highly probable that Africa abounds with 
gold mines, richer than thofe in the Brazil, or In 
. any other country ; f(H- the late African compaityj 
in the infancy of their trade> imported from theii' 
fettlements on thai coaft, from the year 1675 to the 
year 1690, aa much gold as was c<Hned at thQ 
Tower into 400,000 guineas ||, exelu£ve of what 
was Tent and brought home by their officers and 
fervants, who were alwa^ paid their lalaries and 
commUSons upon the trade they made in chat com- 
modity, which mull have been no inconfiderabtft 
quantity ; becaufc, as tfie company extended their 
forts and fettlementa upon the Gold Coaft, tbeit 
gold trade increafed fo much, that they were ufc^d 
to take in exchange for BritUh ma^iufaftures, and 
£afi Indii^ goods in Africay upwu-ds 0% two thou.- 
fand ounces of gold weekly, which can be proved 
from authentic vouchers, and continued fo to dd 
until fuch tinie as the privaliE traders made in- 
croachments upon them, and overftockrd the coun- 
try with goods by their competitions with each 
Other, which the natives took the advantage c^: 
and inJiflcd upon the trader^ lowering the pried of 
European merchandize,^ and ^iAng that of Africa;, 
by keeping theti-' (laves, gold and ivory up to an' 
exorbitant price, and thereby getting as great ^ 
quantity of goods, for a few l^ves, as was fufficiene 
for then" cormimption ; |nd was the caufe of fewer 

* In cafe the French were not permitted to carry tl)em awa^i 
u Ihey did befor«.the TQa4* were flo|it. 

-|- ; 0,000 otuifet of gold dnfiat 3/. 174. £<£ an oona, » 
■J93,7!o/. . 

. % }o toBi of ivory, 01; an arerage, is worth aboot 220/. a 
ton. ii6,6oo/, 
.{ Whicli was upwards of x6,666 gii:iLe3i Uiuulljr. 

being 
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t}cJT)g brought from the inlantfcounui^,' aabythe 
i>igh pric.es, l^forc obferved, thcNegtocsgot what' 
goods they wanted for the imall number fold, which' 
alfo prevenixd thdr bringing sold to market, and 
1)7 which means that valuaJiJe branch of the 4fricm 
trade, of fuch importance to this country, was in a 
great meafure deftroyed, and the profits thereof 
(^entered with the natives of Jfrica. 
. Wc belJQvic the private traders will admit they 
hare not altogether imported from Africa into thefe 
kingdoms two thoufand ounces of gold annually *; 
^nd that fince the a& of parliament for diffolving 
ibe late company, and putting ttic forts and fettle- 
tnents under the management of the committee of 
the coippany of merchants trading to Africa, the 
officers commanding there, have not taken gold 
fufficiint to pay the annua] falaries of their fcrvants, 
though they are fewer in number than ihofe kept 
by the late company. 

From what has been ftated, we conjcdure it will 
Appear, that the Briti/h forts in Africa are not upo^ 
-a proper plan; if they were, the commanding offi- 
cers frr the coipinit(ee of the company rf merchants 
trading to Africa^ would, in eleven years and up- 
wards, have ppenetl thofe roads (which have been 
fo long ftopt) that the coJonies and mother^country 
might receive thoic great benefits and advantages" 
beforemeotioned, by having the trade brought 
dow[n to the. forts without interruption, froni the 

* Wq think it proper to obferve, wkich we conjeflu^ 
the mcrchanti will hoc attempt to dfeny, that they only put on 
boSrd their Ihips fach cargon ai the niifters judge will be fufll- 
cicHt 10 parchafethe nombef of Negroes each Ihip will carry, 
which when coinpkate<l, they mil fell an/ iinall reoiaiader of 
th«r cargoei for gold or ivory, if to be got : but they ofcea . 
find a difficulty in doing it, for the realons before' advanced ; and 
tb^ have many timet been obliged to cany them .from Africa ■ 
Tor want of pDrchafen, entirely owing to theii giving fuch great 
price* Iv Negrou. 

E a rcmotefl^ 
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remoteft parts tifJfruat as it wa^ \h the time of ttie 
I&K company's profperity ; btlt that has liot been 
done, and as the Bricifh traders dechned that trade 
thany years before the French feized the opporta- 
riity of ftepping in, and reaped fo great advantages 
thereby, as to have carried to their colonies^ not 
fewer than one hundred and fifty thoiifand of thofe 
ufeful people, from the tear 1 729 to the year 1 739. 

This induces us to think, that the Britifii mer- 
chants forfook that trade, and made the oppofition 
they did to the late company, to get the forts and 
fettlcments under their management, to prevent 
other people putting them upon a proper eflablifli- 
meht, that might hinder the Ffench making the 
encroachments they ha*e made in time of peace 
(and confequently carrying to their plantations thofe 
mod ufeful people) in order to follow then- more 
favourite: trades to Bemtit Caiahar, and the coaft of 
jingolat bccaufe there they can purchafe three hun- 
dred Negroes with a cargo of 3600/. value, when 
that number upon the Gold Coall virould cod in 
March laft 4950/. •. Therefore we fear the pri- 
vate intereft of faid oppofers rather gained an af- 
eendenty over them, to the great prejudice and di(- 
advantdge of the Britifh colonies and the mother- 
country, and to the grcatcmolument of the French} 
■which we thotight proper to obferve at this junc- 
ture, and to hint alfo, that it will be more fully fet 
forth in the defcription of the African trade before- 
mentioned. I 

We hope to fee a minifter at the head of the ad- 
miniAration in this country, devoid of faction and ' 
corruption, that no private pique or prejudice | 
flgainft perfon or party will fo far influence him, as ; 
not to pay a due and impanial attention to what is I 

" If tlie French are allowed to trade'on the GoW Coatt, ■ | 
" cargo to porch»re 300 Negroes, will toft, if we Biay judge by j 
fbrmer limes, above 6000Z 
■ ■ kid 
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kid before the fcglflauve power,' reTatiTC t6 fhat 
valuable branch of Britifh comtperce, the Afritan 
trade. 

We fhall rejoice that fuch enquiries will not for 
the future be prevented by minmcrial dircflion, as 
happened at a certain period^ when it had coft great 
piins and expence to bring a matter of the utmoft 
hnportance to this country to a hearing, which was 
fruftrated, by putting a previous queftion in a greac 
aflcmbly on purpofe to prevent fuch enquiry \ not- 
withftanding fevcra! pcrfona had been examined 
with refpeft to the African trade, as well as the ex- 
penditure of public money * ; and for no other rea* 
fon, as we could learn, or can conceive, than* that 
one of the greatcft planters in the world (who at 
this time fo worthily fills the firft office in this me- 
tropolis) promoted faid enquiry ; which, under a 
wife and able minifter, would have been a fofficient 
reafon for examining minutely into an afiair of 
fuch national confequence. 

■ For what muft be prgudicial to that planters in- 
tcreft, muft in proportion be fo to every other in 
the fugar colonics : and tbofe of fmaH-^ropeiXT 
muft feel the effeds of being fupplied with the worft 
fort of Negroes at exorbitant prices, more thao 
thofe of ^uent circumftances. 

We have the honour to know that gentleman 
.well, and are fully fatisfied he was induced to exert 
himfelf in behalf of that enquiry, not from a mo- 
tive of private intereft, but for the general good of 
all thofe interefted in, and concerned for the pro- 
fpcrlty of the hritifii colonies. 

We therefore hope he will long live to employ 
his great abilities in promoting all good, andop- 
poling all bad meafures, with that zeal and 

* As VQuld bare appeared by the report of tbe commictae 
of the hopouraUe boufa of cominoii'^, ia ihe jiear 1758, bad 
ic been examined into, 

fpirit 
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^mi iie hiadi j^vnji dnte, as alfo'to ftteVK&tt, 
to tbe utmo(l of his power, aay minifter (beretfter). 
daring to fmuggle accounts Into a certain aflemblyt, 
although great obje£lionS had been made to them, 
before tho& obje&iona were canvafled and clearfd 
up} arid that he will.e^r oppoik the i0utng public, 
tuone; intended for other fervtces» tilt a fatisf^i^orjr 
account is given, which has been tbe cafe*. Hew-.. 
ever, we Saall not at prefent enlarge further upon 
tbt» head, brcftufe we know an alwra^t of the re- 
port of the committee, appointed bf the honour- 
able houfe of comcnons, will foon be publifhed, tft 
which we beg leave to refer our readers. 

When thceDqutry^ relative to the j^riam tradci 
was Under coimderation before tbe honourable 
houfe of commons in the year 1 758, Mr. Pitc,^ that 
wife, great and able ftat^man, who has done his 
kingandxoumrjr fo many eminent and good fer^ 
vices,. was plaaled to declare, that be believed the 
then method of carryii^ cm the jifricatk.Uidn 
wanted alttiation and amendment. He alfo added, 
that when we Aiould be fo happy as to hare a p»cci 
he would be at all dmea ready to examine into it* 
and give all the afiiftance in bis power to put it 
upon fuch a ibottt^, that our planuuions might be 
fupplicd with the beft and moft valuable Negroes 
at reafoiiabb rates. Wc doubt not but he will 
make good hii promtfe to lend his able aflHtitncet 
and alto ro recommend it to tbe adminiftrition to 
begin fuch an enquiry, and continue it, in order to 
amend the prefent,. or form fuch other plan, as wilt 
preferve and fccure that valuable trade to the Britifi 
fubjeifls, as the only and certain means to encreafe 

' There was '\(taeA to the A/Hnn committee, hj warraot 
fiOKi the tight honourable the tordi conmiflioDeri of the trea- 
fuiy. inihe year :75i, 7140/. 141. ji out of the vote of 
credit for 800,000/. notwithlUnding fereral c^jeAitnu were 
mad^fcefore the committee of ihe konoufJible honfe of com- 
mons that fiicli fiim wM not dae, .- . 
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the! produce iSf tbff ^riti^, and leflen that of dm 
irrari colonies. For, -wkh the ifiands we already 
poffils, and tk^fe whkh it appear^ by the prdimi- 
liaries arc to be ours, we fiuU hare afuflicient 
liuabcr to raMc fiigar, S^c. for the t^onfumption of 
all Eoropi, if our Brittlh planters are [m}periyrup- 
|)Iied with die b^ft fitft of Negroes for their cutti-* 
vation. ■ 

' Wiien that gcntlem^ has aflSAed in doing this 
farther ferVice to hts' country, we flt^cerely ¥fHh 
lum a long ieric^ of uninterrupted health, to enjoy 
chefraiCBcf an honouraijlc and permanent peace; 
and that he siay be held in that cfteem,' reverence 
and hoaD«r, hefoju£l.y merU^ from all lovers of 
this country. ■ ■■ 

ShOflM foch an equiry be made, we hope Tome 
method will be found out, to examine aft perfdhs 
at the bar c£ the hoixfe of commiiaiis- updn-oath \ 
for if that coaW lie done, it would fiive the houfe 
a deal of tcoubic, snd prcvqit their receiving fajfe 
information in, ma^tc^s of the \itmoft cot^fequence 
to thie nation and its corhmerce. Becaufe we have 
heard people aflertatthaibar, what, to bur know- 
jedge, ihcy ar the fame time knew ip be.intirely 
fylfey which ife moft Qncerely wii}^ could here* 
medled ; or at kaft that perfons ex^mioed there. 
Upon niiatiers of impona/ice, fliould- bp Informed 
they will be examined with relpecl to the fame mat- 
, trt- upon oa?h, ac the b^t ot the ho.ufe of lords, 
which we prefumemay be done j ^nd if done, will 
be attended with great and gockl' e^fequenc^ to 
th£ whole 'ccnnmunity. 

We cannot omit ohfcrvingi that it- was induftri* 
oufly reponed, . propagated, and even urged as an 
argument in a great allembly, when tbe ftate of the 
fugar illands was under their confidcrati<Ml in the 
year 1758^ ihM the Britiih planters had formed a 
fchem^ for a itionopoly^ by agreeing only to cultit 

ya:o. 
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vatt fiich part of their lands as would produce but 
a ccruin quantity of fugar, in order to raife the 
price, and exadingly to obtdn as much for.a litde 
as a great quantity t which -wai as true and likely 
to be the cafe, as if the farmers of Great Britain, 
Ireland, France, Sweden, Feknd and Batmark were 
to enter into a combination to leave fuch parts of 
their lands uncultivated, with an unfair intent of 
taifing the price of grainy which we believe any 
peribn will readily admit can never be brought 
about, slchough a correfpondence may be eaficr, 
and in much lefs time carried on betweca;tfae far< 
tners of rhofe nations, than the planters of our fu- 
gar-colonies, as thofe of Jamaica cannot corref- 
pond with Barbadoes, or any other part of the fu- 
gar illands, fooqe'r than by way of Gnw/ Britain or 
North Amtriea, which would at leafl; be fix months 
before they could hear from each other ; that im- 
pediment alone is fuffident to fliew, that people thus 
ieparated, though ever fo well inclined, can never 
form 3 monopoly. 

Befides, would it not be abfurd, even to fiip- 
pofe that the farmers of Great Britain, an^ other 
illations, who inhabit com countries, do doc raile 
as much grain upon their farms at they poffibly 
can procure fervants at reafonable wages, and can 
ftock them with borfes, cattle, ^£. at a cheap 
rate? 

But if they are obliged to pay great wages to 
thi^.r fervants, aqd eJctravagant pricey &r. their 
fiock, th?y can then only put in execution the cuIt 
tivation of their lands by degrees, wtdcb is cxaiftly 
the cafe of the Britilh planters ; for had they a fuf- 
ficient fapp^ of the proper fort of ^{egroes at rea- 
fonable rates, they would not let any of tbeic l^d 
lie idle that was worth being cultivated. 

Therefore the true reafon why fome lands may 
lie UDpiapted_in tlje fug^r illands is, it would 
greatly prejudice any planter in their circumftances. 
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to attcrti()t to make new plantations with thoft 
lender fort of Negroes, who Have been carried ta 
them in great numbcrj for fcveral years paft, and 
fold at the extravagant prices from 50/. to 54/; 
ftnd upwards " each ; whereas the Beft fort of Ne- 
groes, at the time the late company cultivated and 
frefcrvtJd the trade on the GeldCoaji, Popo^ and 
ffhiJab, ' fo as to prevent the French carrying the 
beft fort of Negroes to t^cir plantations, who 
therefore were fold in ours at the moderate price! 
of 20/. to 25/. a head- the Tii^heffi whjch was i, 
Very great encouri^crr^ent; to the planters to ckzt 
their lands, and cultivate new plantations, enabling 
them thereby greatly to improve and cncreafe the 
produa of the iflands, which it muft betheir in;- 
Vereft to do to the very extent of thfeir power, if their 
hnds arc fituattfd with any fort of convenience for 
water, or other carriage, to convey- the produft of 
their plantation to the fea-porfs, notwithfl^nding 
what was at that time advanced to the cdntraryi- to 
ferve particular pdrpofcs, and in order todiWrt 
the attention of the Icgjflaturc from the real cadfes-. 
tor whatever people vny think, who are not well 
acquaimed'with thr colonies, bccaufe they fee fome 
of our planters come io fettlf-hcrc in great bpu- 
lence i that is ho rcafon why thofc remaining in the 
cofonies are all rich; forif 'they were, fcwof theni 
would ftay there : on the contrary, they are obliged 
to cultivate their lands with the greateft pains and 
induftry,'in order to raife as mlich fijgar and other 
produfl: as they poQibly can, topay the debts thej* 
owe : for there Is not a fugariftind but what rs 
confiderabiy indebted to" Great Britain ; fo that 
whatever difadvincages the planters of our colonies 
labbur under,' they muft terminate by being pre- 
judicial to this country. 

' We cannot heJp once more obferving, it is not 

having the mbft fugar iflanda that will be the 

■ ■ ■- S ' ■ ■ greateft 
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greateftfaeneSt and adv<tnt:^ to the motheF-comr- 
try, unlcfs fuch iflands can be fupplied with a fuffi- 
cienc number of the beft Negroes for their cultiva- 
tion! therefore as Great Britain, France, Spain, 
Holiand and Denmark have encreafed their number^ 
and extended their colonies to fuch a degree, thai: 
Africa cannot Efficiently fupply them all with Ne- 
groes, including thofe that the Portuguefe want 
and carry o£ On that account^ in our humble 
opinion, the conteft ought to be, not who ha» 
the moft iflandsi but who can fecure the trade to 
thofe parts of Africa, where the beft and greateft 
yiumber of thofe u&ful people are to be procured, 
as the only means to promote the intereft and pro- 
&erity of their colonies who may be fo lucky to 
Succeed in doing it, but will be very diladvanugeous 
to their competitors. 

From what has been before oblerved, I pre- 
fume it will be admitted that every equitable 
method ought to be purfued and put in prafUce 
by Great Britain, to fecure to herfelf as much as 
poflible the African trade, in order to prevent the 
French purchafmg Negroes. For the fame reafon 
we take all the meafures we pofllbly can, to hinder 
the fnnuggling wool, or any of our ardficers and 
manufaifturers going to France. It cannot be too 
much inlifted on that the Negroes are of as much 
confcquence and ufe for the cultivation of our co- 
lonies, as the wool is to our manufadory, for tbefe 
obvious reafons ; that the Negroes are the artificers, 
manufadlurers, and labourers in the colonics; be- 
caufe the whole proccfs^ from clearing and pre- 
' paring the ground to plant the fugar cane, and 
manufacturing it into fugar and rum, and the put- 
ting it on board the Ihips, is the work of Negroes ; 
tjicrefore it furely muft be very prejudicial to our 
ititereft to fell any of thofe uferul people to the 
French, even were they to pay gold or filver for 
them : 
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tTicm : there are, bcfides, much more cogent rei- 
Jbns to be given why wc (hould exert ourfelves to 
prevent the French, as much as we can, carrying 
them frm Africa. 

If there fhould at any time be more Negroes 
brought to the Brttilh colonies than are necelTary 
for the cultivation there, which I have great reafon 
to believe is fcidom, or perhaps will never be the 
cafe, then luch Negroes may be fold to the Spa- 
niards or Portugnefe, becaufe they would pay gold 
or filver for them ; and moreover, the flavcs fo* 
difpofcd of, would be employed in the mines of 
America, and not in cultivating fugar and other 
plantation produce, as would be the confequence if 
the French were allowed to be the purchafers j by 
which means they would be tSc&azUy enabled to 
become our rivals in trade, as well on account of 
their aationaf encouragement and advantages pecu- 
liar to them, by which they may be capacitated to 
fell the produd of their plantations confiderably 
cheaper than we can ours at foreign markets*. 

In 

• Becaafe it will employ a great nntnber of French fliipi and 
fdlon, and be a market for thtir manufiAurei, which they 
&II, and alfo tiMir EaQ Todia £0od), cheaper confiderably than 
we can purchafe onn, which moft confequently be buriful to, 
onr navigation, lelTcuing at the fame time the conrumptioa of 
oar mannfaSures, 

Befidei, the compentioB betweea the traders of both nation* 
wonld give to the black dealeri an opportunity of raiting the 
price of iheir Negroes, which advance the French can better 
afibrd<han we, bb mnft appear from what is beforementioned, 
as well aa from the following fa& ; which ii, thdy pay an an- 
chor of brandy or two, and at fome placet three or four, in the 
price of a Qave, at the rate of four pound) each anchor, con. 
taining aboat eight gallon!, and colts !n France but from eight 
to ten ftiillingi. Whereas there is not any article can be bought 
in England & profitable and vendable a commodity among the 
tlacki tor thirty Ihilliogs (as French brandy) that will pay in 
the f DrchaTe of a flare at four pouadi, 

P a Thi* 
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Tn order to remove the prejudices of many worthy 
snd tender- minded pcrfons againft the Negro-trade, 
which from a delicacy natural to civilized nations, 
they declare to be quite contrary to all diflates of 
humanity, and a difgrace to the profcflbrs of the 
chrifti»n religion, we mall lay before them and the 
public a true ftsce of the cafe. As there is no occa- 
fion to enlarge how cfientially and abfolutely necef- 
fary it is to have Negroes for the cultivation of ouf 
colonies, which is explained in the foregoing fheets \ 
therefore we fhalt only beg leave to obferve, by 
the beft information that could be obtained, Africa 
in general is divided into little kingdoms and Hates, 
which, when at peace, the natives thereof breed 
Ojives for falc, as our farmers do ftock on their 
farms, and fell them as their necenity requires, 
which was a traffic carried on among thr mftlvcs be- 
fore Europeans traded thither; and when ovcr- 
ftocked, their praftice was putting to death (often 
with great torture) the prifoners taken in war. Thofe 
that are bred Haves, are always very deHrous to be 
purchafed by white people, as they are infinitely bet- 
ter ufed than by their black mailers, who aUovr 
them but a bare fubfiflance, and treat them with 
the greateft barbarity ; and were ufed to put fer 
veralto death through cuilom, when they burie^ 
pcrfons above the common rank, and oftentimes 
merely through wantonnefs, which is preventeci by 
their having found an i^dyantageous and lucrative 
piarlte; for them, 



This obfervation ii chURy meant to point oat how aeaSvy 
h ii to hinder, u much as palli})!e, the Prei>ch from trading to 
patnbii) Senegal, or between cape Appolonia aqd the river 
Volca, where ihe Britib foTU are ritaaced, and where much th^ 
greatefl numbers of the moft valuable Negroes arc to be pro- 
^red, whrcbforely wchavea right 10 do, and may becfhfled, 
if f)rp|)^)fieafurcs ar^ piuf^ed ^r fo tlefirabfe a parpolc. 



Thofp 
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Thofe Negroes taken in war, or prifonersfor fe. 
Idnioufly committing crimes in defpight of the laws, 
made by the officers commanding the European 
forts, fuchlaws having been agreed to by the na- 
tives under their command and protediton, alio by 
tbofc laws made by the kings and princes in the in- 
land couniries, are now Ibid, but often unwilling to 
go on board (hips ;■ perhaps, on account of having 
lived in a ixtter fituation in their own country than 
thofe who have been bred up in flavery from their 
infancy ; therefore they often contrive to make 
their efcape, and by fpeaking the Unguage, per- 
fuade others to join and alTiO: them to take the fhip 
from theEuropeans, of which we have had too many 
fatal instances, and is entirely owing to their ig- 
norance in not knowing the place they are deftined 
to ; and alfo that they will be much better treated 
and looked after in our colonies than they ever 
were in their country ; fo that when bought by Eu- 
ropeans, they arc in a manner refcued from a ftate 
of mifery as to treatment ; for in the colonics, 
when they are Gck, they have great care taken of 
them, and phyficians to adminifter proper medi- 
cines for their relief j which, on a fimilar occafion, 
their bl^ck matters would give themfelvcs no care 
or concern about them. 

Bcfides, many of them are inftrufted in the 
principles of religion, and become chriftians and 
men of property, which, from experience, we know 
te be true, having talked with Tevcral who had no 
defire to fee their own country, living much more 
comfortably in oyr colonies. And we think it 
would be politic to fend two or three Negroes on 
board every fl?ip that goes to Africa, that can talk 
the different languages of the countries the matter 
pf fuch fliip intends to trade to, that they might 
inform their countrymen how they had ben treated, 
ggph meafqrcs, vfc *re convinced, WPuId prevent 

the 
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the lofc of many lives, by the Negroes being fatis- 
fied they were going whete they would be better 
treated than in their own country-, and, at the 
fame time, to eradicate that opinion many of them 
have, that they are going to be fed and eaten, 
which, if effefted, would be a means to quiet their 
minds, fo as not to attempt riling on board of 
fhips. 

In all fluauating focieties, fuch as merchants 
trading to a country fo rcmoce and little known as 
Africa, many more thati the majority are liable to 
be impofed on, even in the trade they intend to 
fupport, a misfortune owing 'to the want of local 
knowledge, and perfonal experience. 

What chance for truth do thofe merchants in ge- 
neral Hand, whofe ears few other accounts reach, 
than the imperfed relation of Tome maflerof a 
fhip, mariner or tradltionalift, little to be credited, 
and lefs to be depended upon ? As to the former (if 
capable) he has little time or opportunity to fpccu- 
late into the trade, manners, cufioms, and temper of 
the natives, which they are fcldom long enough at 
a place to do ; and who, from motives of imme- 
diate proHt, purfue meafures they think moft con- 
ducive to make a quick voyage, which is all they 
turn their minds toj yet many of them, when 
they arrive in Europe, will take upon thcmfelves 
to give information in the moft intcrcfting matters ; 
which, without having lived in the country for a 
confiderable length of time, it is impoflible for 
them to do with accuracy and any degree of truth, 
notwithftanding fuch impofitions being propagated, 
have in general prevailed and influenced the minds 
of people to fuch a degree, that thofe of certain 
boroughs, far from having, as has been before ob- 
fervcd, the leaft connexion, intcreft, or fo much 
as acquainted in the moft minute manner with the 
African trade, prcfentcd their petitions to the ho- 
nourabte 
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Dourable houfe of commons to lay open the fame} 
though many of the faid boroughs have not fince 
fcnt the moft trifling adventure to Africa, which at 
that time, and before, when the forts were under 
the dircdlion of the late royal African company, 
the trade was much more free and open than it has 
beeh fmce under the management of the commictw 
of the company of merchants trading to Africa, 
which we conjefture will appear from the follow- 
ing extract of letters, certificates and affidavits *, 
we think it highly ncccffary, and even our duty, 
to lay before the public, . thereby to fhcw how far 
they have been impofed on by faife pretenders to 
knowledge. 

Extradt of a letter from on board the Fly floop at 
Briftol, Alexander Graham, mafter, dated i5 
March, 1750, to the late royal African com- 
pany's governor at Cape CoaftCaftlc. 
** I write this to- acquwnt you, that the French 
** veflels failed two days ago ; I acknowledge my- 
*' fctf obliged to you for the method you have 
** taken to fend them off, am very much obltged 
** to you for your advice ; have fent my armourer 
*' to alter Ibme handcuffs, your permifHon will 
** much oblige, S^c." 

Extraft of a letter from fix Britifli mailers of vcf- 

fcli, dated on board the Polly in Annamaboa 

Road, 20 March, 1750. To the fame. 

** Your favour of yefterday we received, and 

" thank you forthe promifeof afliftance, in pro- 

*' tcfting the privileges of the Britifh fubjefls trad- 

** ing to this place, too much invaded by the 

•* French, and too little protefted from home, but 

* The origioal IcRers and certilicates, 4itli authentic copici 
•f the affidavit!, are in ths handi oftbe publiUter, 
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f^ at this time (hall have no occaiioo Jo troqbltf 
•^ you. The French Siiip is failed, C^c." 

Extfaft q{ a letter from Richard Haikins, matter 

of 9 Qiip from Briftol, dated Annainaboa Hoaii, 

27. Dec. 1 750. To the faipe. 

** Am much obliged to you for your kind intel" 

*' ligence, and ail other favours ; I ihali lie obliged 

** to you to difpatch the carpenter as foon as pofli- 

" ble, being itf grcait want of him. lam, f^x" 

Extraflt of a letter from John Jepfod, maftcr of 

a fn'ow from Rhode-Ifland, dated Afinamftboa 

Road, 3 July, 1751. To the fame/' , ' 

*-* I- am forry you arc, going, off", i^e. coaft: 

.*' hut. however, as 1 can do ho more' for you", 

.** beg to return you my hearty and finccrc thanks 

*' for your many favours frotn time to tjme, not. 

** only from your wiUingnels to fupply us with 

** any thing in your power of tracfcfincns worlc^ . 

" or any other thing ; but alfo for your pains 

*' and vigilance in ' protefting the trade, lE^f. 

** which will always be juflifiable, and hope VlH 

** redound to your honour and credit, whif'h is'th'e 

**" firtcere wifh, (^c" ■ 

Extract of two letters from Henry Ellis, mafter of 
the (hip Hallifax, from Briftol, dated Anhama- 
boa Road, the i3thi and 28th July, »75i- 
To the fame; 

** The boards you (ent the were of real. Icryice; 
*'" I hope you will not omit charging any cxpcnce 
*' 1 put you to, as I can difcharge that, though 
" not lb cafily your good olEccs: wc. 'cannot hdp 
»' the death of the (laves, they are mortal ■, but do 
" not think it advifeabic to give them rice, as, that 
" kindof dietfirftgavetheoi.afwelling.*' 
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H. a. He. landtd ^ Hit &kly ftiiiis't' ■i/faA 
were kept and taken care of in 'tlK-cafttei ■ '■ ^ '' 

" We ate not a little, aftonillfed at the-paioa 
''fere Vipoagehtlfike Wftejufflet AelWJipiiiJ 
*^hei*, byftfliiijfcfotres-ailiDHilb ineeti^t .the 
** trade, and by giving cqO^I (jritts ^it't ift, in 
<tibrdniD'iliiinitii>ithe«tsnt« It hlH<li»ady bien 
"ifflno'inoiiey ont tg (kt nienilitfits pstkifts i vH 
5' U»e: bdrar obli^i to nitfc (heislca, t» lie Wlei 
": under tlieharcllbi^«ee<ddi¥.. leMiio^tett 
r .i^taiinmRUicbbdgrin lif'ilUlitmipWI'^altt^si 
**-mha loDdly ct>iti)^fH of thd Hevr tivih^gghi^r.'* ' 

*^. I cmiitW join iffu« *itiii vM, ihit thi^ii^v 

" litain'<ipro(eft,«St keeoiHe 4H c»f aBii3bi,'lli6jgH 
•(.bbtfitLaMfon-v forHwH^iip^lt, fll«>dliyri'd 
•< of ammaRXt wtiidi; tkbotth Itniiij' diwtfer; 
"■ « '.K firefci*)' wilt intlat tnl *0A iti'diH*. • I 
"lam, SV.":; ■■-■'■■ ■;■:■■' '•■.-''■ - '\ 

Eitrsft 6(4 ■c»ttfic«e of eWit iffrttifli- wafttM' 6t 

»«relilj .KtliifSdiiaWiBSaHbiai 3 Jnlir, 1751.' 

Totwfeiftie;"' •■■■■; •■■.■■■ "T. 

•^ "WV, b^fh^ informed' tliat a rejpoFtWtJi feeea 
'''Jpiis^', ttiat tfie late rQj;al 4iHcaii eompany'ft 
••^ governer comraaBding' on .thiicoaft, Katll, ^iturj-* 
•^ iflg his CqHi'maH.d, aifcd in an af$itrary tyriiy 
•* niC iflafiheri both to Eurbp'eans and natives oa 
**'this cbalti do Kereby, in}uftice iq ihe^puta:-. 
•' tion of that gentleman, voIiintaHlycehiiy, that 
" we never heard of, or experienced, any part of 
** fall pharadtcr^belU»t6uc^twba!r«ai huAtiile 
«( and'gobdf^ltendiaBio.pnntiatx the Brttilh ittK-< 
» Tcit aBd-.tAdfeini^fepans; .'Aadfetthet, tifat 
** he has, from time to time, readily uBi&ed m 
•' itiat afl thTS^'cicfe' i|)t aiiji if' ns ftood in" need 
•*^<iPat- bipcCorfCata*,' doling- 'his cbiftiflahd. 
•* there, tO'tKk'Htmoft ofhisfpdwer, a^ "wi Iln- 

" ; G " ccreljr 
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•* «c«ly believe. In witnels wherebf wfc Havtf f« 
•* our hands, &?c," ■_ .'■, . '.'■ .. 



CcrtiScate from Capt.. Thomas Derbylhire, ,of;IJ* 
yei^obl, reUtinff to, the ufe granccd, him i of 
. Tantumquery fort. , .. ■ >. ■ t ■ 

^*; This is to certify wbomiitmay: concern, ;di« 
"during my-K»king 8 yoySgc to the Gold Coaft 
" pf Africa, and my lying at Ariiianneboa, Ifct- 
^* {led a factory at La^ ;/ where frbm a diftiif b- 
^ ance- there feemed Jikely to be in the country, 1 
*^'did not think my goods fafe in the fa^ory- 
*' hoi^e I had taken : and on my being at cape 
** Coaft Caftle in the .year tys^ and intimating 
V.^tbe fame to the then goren)or% he ofiered me 
'" the uicotTfUitumquery fort to carry on trade 
** thenein, yAivAi X acct}^; flOd: ordered my* 
" gunner to take my goods from tbc^Aorr: atf 
** Li^oe, and lodge th«m in Tantumquery fort, 
*:^ which he did. and . continued in the fame fyt 
" U{iwards of three months to carry on his trade. 
'' Aiid Mr. John Clifton, chief of faid fort, bad 
" OTder$ to render him every fervice • and good 
**. office in his power, wiiiiout fee or reward i nrin 
•* tJier did the faid governor receive any benefit, 
** profit or advantage in any Ihape or manner, ia 
" confideration for my having the ufe of the fort. 
** aforefidd.'^To certify which, I fet my hand thi$. 
« 'leAug. 1751, 6ff." J ■ 

^xCrafft of acertificate, dated iS Dec. 17531 froi?i 
feven maAers of fbips, that in the late com- 
. pany's ^me traded to the coaft of Afiica. 

*• That the ktc. coinpany's ^rernor,- during 
" the continuance of his authonty and command 
** opthe C9aft of Africa, cUd every thing "in his 
t". ■ ^ ;, -.,-■■ „ pQ^r 
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^> pewer to ptohiate the Bmiih-intereft in^ trade 
** tliere : and front" time to titne aflifted in doing 
f*. us fuch ferrite as our occafions required. In' 
T* witn^ whereof we fet our hands, iffc. fifct" 
., Wg rhinkitunneceffkiy to trsubfc thcpubiio 
srith'any further, prbofi relative to the conduct of 
thfc kte lojral Aft^«n company -and their officers, 
to ihew that thoy did every thine in. their power 
K> promote the trade of the Bntilh fubi<;£ts m 
Africa, as we fhallTefervc them':ibr a work that ii 
in iband } therefore will only ftate fome fa£!tt re- 
garding (the African contimittee, their .gove'mbrs* 
and offiein's. by thci^ ^pointed' to have the com- 
mand and management on the Gold Coaft and 
Whyd^ in Africa^ for the' pablic to fbrm their 
judgment bnoi. ' 

That by an a& of parliament, {ulTed in the 2 3d 
year of du reign of kis late tnajcfty, the trdde to. 
AiHca was >ntended to be made free and open to 
itt::his .nuticfty>s fubje£ts, without diftin£Uon'(>r 
pnrficrence. Butcostrary to the intentions of th^ 
laid a£t* that trade has been cRgroiled and mono- 
puGzed by the oSikfs of thecomaiittee on the 
j^aM^CoEafl-aod.Whydth, by their entering into a 
o^o&deracy or joiikt ftock, and intermixing th< 
gloveEnment fiip^ies witli their own merchandise, 
and by that means aObtted themlelvez 6) as tt» 
codimand laid traffic.., 

: ^TboTe officers- have many other grsat advantages 
over free merchants and traders, luch as having it 
eon^derable part of tknr private merchaodizefeTit 
totfaem freight free, their extraortiinary influence 
oven the natives, by the conmand of the feTCral 
caftles to.depc^t their ^k&s in, f^arics, m^n- 
tenance, European' fervants,' artificers, do£l0»« 
caAle - Oaves, canoe - men, canoes^ mediciiies, 
ftOres and neoelTaries of all^ Hsniy "being lin- 
<tet their management and dire^taon. BeQdes, ihi^ 
■^■..; ■' G a prtfents 
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Cl^r -ifbh tbc.r»ui benditsiari&ng. ironat the govcrit- 

tiifcj' hstc taken, whtreby thcyriicquifeA ftich 
^/apetifXUy oj^er.theifKV trailers, lad obligal the 
pawcbapts pf iBrift^l ■fwLLiwipckA .to apply Hf 
swmori^ in the- yoar 1-753. ft»Uflg.tbBrein'ibi 
ibregi^Tig fei^^t. <i9:tlKibr<ls comimfliDneirs. of trade 
«fi^ plantatiDi) Sarnrtidrt^, which ™ti ^pcar by 
£iiii jnemoiial* Aipportbdbjt the&iloKtiig affidxvitsj 
, ^(f Affidavit of .William .Brova. mafter of tb^ 
•> Bdftoki iworn iSJunc, 1733, faith, that when 
^.:he ^wsbail: in> AfTiQa.C3rryittg;an trade, was inj 
*.'i Arcncd,ty(flreJtr,.cljiefbf'.Tjaijjn)mqyffry,endWh 
" thcrs, chief of Winncbah, that theyiwEreengsged 

V in jJartncrffijp: jn the flaye tBado wicfc Mfelvil, 
^S Xoo(tgt.a9d,t^t!Ochct-c^cc£satoipi:£oaACa{Ue.'* 
. *rt Thai.Mcivil andotheca icdii dcpancat, -tfte^ 
*A e]ipe£ted;,» fhip faoqi; Holland. tmh a ^iit^ 
^: cargo, . vJiJchffbip tbey; had fpqit time befin^ 
*.'-icn-t; to Jamaica with; (ktea." .:t :;::t . ..-: [ .; 

S^- Thitf he wasinLCtynpanyjwitbE^mt <£hicf'of 

V ;Acicra. .'vite infotai^d 6im:Youbgr.vraL(^Dfind 
w to turn hiis.«tut.a£the fort,!Ji<y;rQdrcm.fae<.iiiMm 
** tioc entff' imo pantacrlhipiiwtfhi MBbDli.>aa4 
" : XQUQg i. iJiftt J])flortts. dedhred'iici ftBOUtt^'ibon 
*' been glad to have continued: his. emfilc^t.. bin 
^-Tftther'iihftii be liiiv^yr. ;hc) .vdidd ^quit-it^i kind 
M ,'^>da: afunidibi M That depoocne.xoald'iinii 
y-pitrc^e.'lBvaDi shF.chfc&]^'.fbrts«,llk(!caiUilkdn 

^ :tbw> bb gavbi&etbofe ofequialgoodioe&Itoitbo 
'.'■ K€gf«.tratftr5fi<)ecafitmed- by tbc trade biing 
*,V:(»EriedflBj>y:ibc <;lric&<rfl tlK.fq«s.^l . 
, f^:'7W:depoaeot n'^ uufecnaed'by, thcENcgbaes 
V,,%t Ata>ltina)i>mt: irhcivaotisd.tatradeiuodandui 
*&tifo(tSi.i}$Jnuib,tail(c c^oe^.aQd-^qC'mcnlt.it^ 
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•' ike asbt^iaeti under thtf forts **fe ovierawea • 
** by the cbie&, and thty diirft not aflSft him ih 
** trading ;■ and deponent ^ fo, and Ihould have 
f* been under Aificulties if he had notfodonci 
'* and'deponenG found the Negroe traders under 
t* find forts, cauriofls and fearful of trading with 
'»J him, left the ciriefs Ihould kno* thereof, arid 
♦' feMtodcponencin aprivareniamler, When they 
»* had flavei to difpt^ <tf." 
• " "that cape Coflft, Tantumqucry, WlnnebaTi 
>* and Accra ■were- ufcd by the chidfe as repofi- 
** tones: ftff their 'market Baves, and faw them 
♦• tedgod' in faid caftle and forts ; that N<^groes 
^* will bear a high price as long as the chiefs are 
" permittisd to trade in them; which -will deftroy 
*' the -trade with all perfons^ but th< chiefs and 
*' thofe fenled at th« foits." 
■ '* Afiidftvit erf" James Hamilton, cHief MaK of 
'*' tlW'Poily of Bttftoly (teorn the fan* day as^abtfve. 
**• Swe^ td Aft fttne^putpot't and ^k& as abov6 
** fet f^i^ by ftrowiH in regard to the cluefs co- 
*f •pa'Fttie>fiiip' convei^iftion - with DtolSS^ and his 
" being-difplaced, arid tKti high pficc of flares, 
**' and-thfc nadbns, &ff. Aiid then fidth, that dur- 
, '•'-'ing^iiJveyflgc.hehtWda-faaaiyatt/ago*, and 
•*! eftd*ivbured t» purt<hafe flavosi ofl Which Brew 
" ferrt^N'egroJfraiJers' artd gdods thitlttr to bppofe 
t*-dej>btiwwv Wd Brtiw told di*MH*(W, ■ it was im- 
» (poflible' forlhlm to trade to fataiie BdVanttgc as 
♦« BrtiW tiimld, as he bad fo good ^ISitmenc of 
« goedfri' that: if d^herit gave eight ounces a 
f't Hfrad;_ fiar flfcres^^i'' Bre*w- would 'gi*& fcight and 
r^ h**fi"BQd'tp'iiicimidattf depohcdt^ declared he . 
*'' -wGjuldJend'thie fervaiKS'of the fores'Up thcfsafhs' 
%i and prevent tlWliradecomihgdbWn, artd-aectird- 

* A.naatxxjt a noininri value fet upon goo4i,.wbiclifloC 
iboai^ai iq. ^orope; 'baiS>l'l in trade ba tu cbatf dfA&ici 
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- •*' ingly did fend tliem with liquor, and carried the 
,*' trad«^ v> hi? own fort.- That Brew refufcd to 
." fell deponent flaveit and his reafon was, Me)« 
" vil hod wrote him bpt to feO, as he could get a 
" better|)riceatcapcCoaft..ThfttYounga(Wione- 
*' bah refufcd deponent flavrsat ten ounces per head* 
*• unlcfs deponent would give him the very, beftof 
" his cargOi which woijid havt: unforted him.** 

" That young refufed> iutn water ,ht. fifteen 
^ flavcs, and deponent ' itvas obliged to. give the 
** natives Bftcen Ihillings .for.forty gallons. :.Thaz 
" he went on. ihore vith.,'hiAiSpid taken, at Suc- 
" condee. to trade, carriedlbnic checks Vith him: 
" that Mippcfly, jthc chief; there, took the, gold 
" taker on one [Tde, whifpered him, and threat- 
*' ?nj;d to whip, him if he. ever faw him bring 
" goods there to trade wiih^t^c, natives.** ■" 

f* Thv the natives an^ canoe;- rncn At all the forts 
V .were fearful of trading»with deponent, ^snd de- 
^' dared they^. yere afraid ,- of , ttpifiig fccB.by -the 
.'* chic&i tjbat the-fort? uncrp; ufcd as rtp0fitorie« 
;" for fiaycB, apd^ that the, trade will tw hurt by 
." the chjefs trying, aj.fet.fgft^by Bll^wn^' 
. " Afitjaffij:. ftf Alexander: :^raham, mafler of 
" the Fly, fivoni. the faro«.d«j,, faith, that when 
'* he and jeBJiii}?iCfipi<n«idef-,-of the Silvia, were 
** tradings Annamaboa, they at. firft bought 
." flaves at.fiv<; ounces and h^« aqd fcojn th<nce 
" to leven i^d- ahaJf p«r. ti^^, and wc^t on in a 
■", gpodway..;, Qn a (udden found a ftagnatuw, ett- 
" quired the, ocicafion, ,aiid ;were infot:^ed the 
^* prices were rajfed at the neighbouring forts i 
.** and this (jeponent was obliged to give an M- 
"vanced price t that if the ebios trade, the prices 
.\' will be hifthi and the trade hurt" 

On the ^regoing affidavits, and other alle- 
^iOfis and fafts, " the mrrchants of Briftol and 
" Liverpool 
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•• Liverpool prefcntfcd a memorial ib the lords of 
" trade, fettingforthamohg other things, ■ 

*' That an ad was piHTed ih th6 year' 1750, for 
*' makihg the trade' to Africa free arid open," for 
*' which end the rtianagemetit of the forts and af^' 
** fiurs were trufted to the care of nine pcrfonj, a 
'" committee, as there fet forth; that the faid com- 
" miuee had the power of appointing officci's and 
*' fervaots for managing their affairs in Africa, 
*' and difcharging them at pleafure for not obey- 
'* Ing their orders, or other mifdemtaqors ; and 
*' they were to take cafe that the orders given . 
*' their fervants did not extend to public detri- 
" ment, or the hurt of ^ the free traders.** 

** That officers were appointed, and-leave given 
•* to trade (but not with foreigners^ except Portu- 
•• guefe, for gold and tobacco) fo that they be- 
** caine the regulators of the market. The com- 
** mitte, by the aft, are Minually to lay before the 
** general meeting of the company of the cham- 
** bers of London, all refolutiona, orders and in- 
*' ftrudtions given their fervants previous to fuch 
** meeting, and copies to be fent to Briftol and 
** Liverpool; but they have not fo done." 

** That the committee's chief agents, iiifteadof 
" reganfing the interdt of their conftituents, have 
" aftfcd oppofitc thereto, as foon as in power. In- 
*■' ftead of affifting the free trader, they entered 
** into a joinc ftock copartnerlhip, ai^d attempted 
*.' a monopoly more formidable than any could 
*' have been at home, as they were on the fpot, 
*' andhad thcwhole power.^ 
: ^^That the merchants of Briftol had advice 
*' of the' chief proceedings from their com- 
*f menders, which on their return they found too 
*': Itrucj and that by the attempts of the chiefs to 
** efigrols the trade, the prices of ilavesAvercraircd 
f^ .hiwhlMghcr than ever known. Alfo that the 
" commanders 
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^ comtnuden were, denied whit ftraiigers 'i#eK 
" always be^re afSfted with* viz. canoes, canoe> 
" men, w<K>d, w«er, (^e." 

" That a tnemoJud was Igid before, the cont* 
•* mittec for their relief, but, «> their grtait iur- 
** prize, they found their comj^nts were tEouted 
" as groundlefs (uripizes, and wijuft a^eriions of 
^' tJie character of their officoi^t arifing only initll . 
" peiibnal prgudice and pjurty intercft v 2, iectind 
" and iev«n4 FC^eued ac^UeatioRs itere tnade^ 
" and the committee at laEk informed the tpana- 
" m^rs, that they had referred the mattor^eo the 
" loras of trad? ." Accordingly their brdfliipS 
heard the matters in (^fpute between the mei'- 
chants of Bri^ol and Livccpoo), ami that of the 
committee. 

" And were (rf oplnioo, that theofficfirs apiJ 

•* feryana itmployed by the committee, 

*' oi^ht HOC to be allowed to trade for N?f-' 

" gtoe-JUves further than the ainotmt ot 

** the fajaries allowed them by thecom- 

*< mittee j and that foch Haves Siould b& 

**■ difpofed of for Iwjcy, gold^ biUs of ex- 

'* change, or ot^ pKipar returns to Eng'' 

*' land only.", 

. The committee paid no r^rd to thoir lordfliipf' 

opinion, confequently we c0DJ«£):ute, oaregcdatioti 

or orders has fince been jpven by them to idRen- Str- 

vants; or if there has, the exeeution of fuch orders 

havenocbcen^nfoFced; foritis«trtxhwhkhcaniiot' 

be contradi^edr that gpvornor Mtlvtl tohls-deothf 

and the other officers m the commiuee, during^hid 

command, carried on the N^tgrop trade, aadfcnt 

them from Affica to America for tttar dwn jc-' 

counu, without the le^ referve or reftraititj Mo' 

t|iat governor Senior, and the o&!ctr3. undesj hid 

command, did the faoie ; aod Owe governor Btdl; 

who commanded at cape Coaft Caftle, wtenthe' 

bft 
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bft advice came from thence, dtd.caifyj}n,a triAi- 
for Negroes, and continues to fend tKe Negroes fo 
purchafed, to America, iii the fame manner his 
predcceiTors had done ; which the gentlemen o^ 
tiie African committee muftknow was, arid is the 
practice •, aiid alfo that it is moft certainly contrary 
up the tnicj^rit, meaning and intention of the aa 
o£ parliament^ paired in the 33d year of his lata 
majejiy's reign, for extending and improving^t\ic trade 
to Africa (by which the African committee was 
eftabliflied) and'the opinion of the lords of trade 
mid plantation ; for the legiflative power could 
niean no other than to put all his majefty's fub- 
jedts upon an equal footing, . 

■ But left the gentlemeri of tKe African commit-' 
tee's memories ftiould fail, we will remind them oi^ 
lome things that furely could not have happened 
without their knowledge'; (to witj tiie committed 
appointed Mr. i?icj&flrirBr«y in the year 1761, td 
the command of Annamabba fortrefs '; although at 
the fame time they colild not liut know that he 
had fitted out the Brew, a large fliip at Liverpool* 
and another in the river Thames ; the former witH 
a large cargo for Africa; the latter went to Hoi' 
land for Dutch merchandize, to compleat her 
cargo, to the manifelt difadvantage of this coun- 
tiy, becaul^ it pi^eyents fo much of our manufac- 
wrcs and Eaft India goods' being 'exported ; and 
t^e t>utcb hr'andy and 'Geneva interfy-e with tlie 
exportation of Britijb Jpirits, betides being of" 
great difadvantage to the rum trade from the Bri- 
ixjh c'otonies xoAfrica. Said Ihip returned from Hol- 
land, and arrived at Portfmouth in or abotit thd 
tnonth. of July 1761, where Mr. Brew went 011 
board 1* and alfo Meflrs. WeftgaCe and Flemming, 
who had been in the committee's fervice upon the 
coaft of Africa: but, as we have been informed, thej^ 
arenowgone out in partnerfhip with faidBrew. " Wd 
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have alfb been iriformed, that' the csrgfics of tKff 
faid fhips wtre landed in Africa, and depofited itt 
the fort of Annamaboa; and that Negroes were 
purchafed \rith fkid cargoes; and'fent frtjm diencc 
to Jamaica ffar the account of Mr. !&■€*, and thoftf 
conctrned with him. 

It is alfo as true riiat Mr. Samuel Smith, mcr- 
chaHt, in the Old Jury in London, one of thtf 
committee of the company of nierthants' trading- 
td Africfa, was the afting agent for . Meffrs. Brew, 
Wel^ate and Flemming; duriftg their refidcncff 
in Amca ; that he received their configrfments fromr 
thertCei and afted for them by commiflion after 
their arrival in EngWid ; likewift dm-ing their 
ftay there, and fiircetheii' arrival in Africk; and 
alfo thai Mf. Smith lately fitted in the river Thames 
a large (hip with a great cargo : and wfc have rea^ 
ion to believe from good authority, that faid fhip 
and cargo was fitted out for the account of Mr- 
Brew, and others codcernci with hin>^, which ftiip 
is now on a voyage to Annamaboa j but whether 
ally of the African committee afe concerned or in- 
tferefted in faid (hip, befides Mr. Smith, wc can-- 
not take upon us to fay^ 

We conjeftare it* never was intended by thofc 
gentlemen who prepared the aft of parliament^ 
which appointed there fhould be a committee of 
nine perfoHs, who were to have the care of tht 
forts in Africa, with the charge and application- 
of the monies granted by parliameHt for their fup-' 
port, that any one of thofe perfons Ihould fupply 
merchandize to be paid for with the public money 
lander their care and management. However, fuch-' 
has been the cafe, as appears by the committee's- 
accounts laid before parliament. The following is 
an abftraft of their laft account fcr the year 1 761, 
fo far as it relates to any of the committec-mcir 
fumiftiing merchandize j by that our readers may- 
form 
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fifrm a judgment op their other annual accounts, 
they bang .pMrfy the lame as to the amount of 
whattheJuricancommittcefuppliedthepublicmth. 
Ab&sa&.ol the beforein^ntioned account as fol- 
lows: 

Mcflrs, Touehett and company /. s. j/. 
for Maachefter goods 1774 14 9 

** Smith and company for Irjlh li- 
jien and prQvifions 796 iz 11 

" Aufere apd company for Eaft 
^ndia goods 349 i 6 

** Cuftandcompanyfordittoditto 250 2 6 

»* Mr. William poden for tobacco 39 o 6 

3209 12 2 



The following are ckufes of the aft of parlia- 
jacDt that pravScs for the elcftion of the African 
.committee. 

" Page 550, And it is hereby further enacted, 
••" by the authority aforefaid, that in all future 
^'eleaiohs, the laid committee of nine perfons 
** Ih^annually, pn the third dayof Julyin every 
** year, be nominated and chofen as follow? 1 that 
** is to fay, three of the laid committee (hall be 
'' nominated and chofen by the major part of the 
^' freemen of the 'laid company, adm\tred to the 
" freedom of the faid company in London, who 
" ihall affenible for that purpofe at l^ondcn, th^ee 
** other perfons to be of the faid committee, iRa^H 
** be chofen and nominated by the major part of 
** the freemen of the faid company, admitted to 
*' the freedom of the faid company in Briftol, who 
" Ihall affemble for that purpofe at Briftol ; and 
*■' three other perfons to be of the faid committee, 
*• ftiall be chofen and nominated by the major part 
V of the freemen of the faid company, admitted 
H 2 '» 10. 
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*' tQ the freedom of the laid company In the towii 
*• of Liverpool, who fhall aflemble for that pur<- 
** pofe at Liverpool." 

" Page 554. And be tt further cnafted, by the 
*• authority aforefaid, that no perfon fhall be ca- 
•* pablc of being chofen, or afting as a commit- 
"jtee-man above three years fucceffively." 

By. the foregoing' claufes it was moft certainly 
intended that the eleftion for committee-men 
Jhoqld be free and uninfluenced^ but that has nqt 
happened ; for there was great intereft made by 
thofe who were chofen committee-men the firft 
year after tiic aift paffed, for eftabhfhing the com- 
pany of merchants trading to Africa. After -which, 
the " feveral tradcfmcn employed by the African 
committee in London, and by their friends in Bri- 
ftol and Liverpool, took up their freedom c^ the 
new cotppany, in order to vote fbi^ committee- 
men i fo that, at the expiration of the'firft yeaf, 
when the committee-men that had been chofen fol" 
London^ Brijiol and Liverpool for the preceding 
year, could aft no longer, then, or at the ex- 
piration of the three years (which we cannot now 
take upon us to fay) three new committee-men 
were chofen inftead or three that went out, which 
nine conimittce-nien fo chofen, continued to && 
for three years, "when the three other were again 
elctfied ;, by which means there are twelve perforis 
who take it by rotation alternatively, to be of the 
committee or iiot^ as tijey agree among them- 
fclves i on whjch account it is a folly for any per- 
fon, not being one of the twelve, to attempt get- 
ting elefted a committee-man for cither London^ 
Brijiel, or Liverpool ; there having been as great 
intereft made againfl: fuch perfons who have of- 
fered themfelves, as hach happened on fome occa- 
fions preceding the election of a member of par- 
^i^picnti'therSbre we have the greateft'reafon to 
believe 
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believe, there is not any perfon who will again 
attempt to ftand ' a candidate in oppofition to' 
pne of the twelve perfans who have had the direc- 
tion and management fo long, of which number 
thofe gentlemen are, we have mentioned in the 
account of the merchandize fupplied by the 
committee-men, page 51. 

The fevcral articles of merchandize purchafed 
in Holland; are paid for in money, or bills of ex- 
change, which IS very dlfadvantageous to this 
country j and fuch goods may ferve to, make aii 
aflbrtment with thofe paid for by the govr rnment^ 
and fent to Africa for the fupport of the forts 
there ; which has been proved to have been the 
cafeTiefore, confequently may be fo again. Thai 
faft being admitted, and indeed it would be folly 
to thinlc otherwife; what chance can any private 
traders have, when the committee's fervants have 
fuch a glaring emolument, befides fo many other 
advantages over them ? Were there any reafon to 
ground the leafl: fuppofltion, that all things in 
Africa are carried on upon the Iquare, and no me- 
thods praftifed by the officers that command the 
feveral forts to monopolize the trade ■, can any one 
ihink even in fuch cafc;^that private merciiants, 
or mafters of ftiips, vt.6 are obliged to pay cu- 
ftoms, betife and wqrehoufe rents, fervants, and all 
forts of other contingent expences, can polfibly 
carry on a trade in any degree of equality with 
ih'ole pcribns, who are, as hath been before ob- 
ferved, exonerated from every article of expence? 
The committee's fervants having fuch advan- 
tages, can it be fuppofed any private trader can 
iland any chance in trade with them, as faid trader 
inbft fettle in a negroetbwn, in a mud houte co- 
vered with thatch, there being no other fort of 
dwelling to be got, without carrying tradefmen of 
all forts fFoni'Eufope to build it, which would be 
' ' " ' ' attended 
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attended with too great ap cipeace and lifk fiirany 
private adventure to undertake ? Therefore, on acr 
count of the frequent firestbat happen ki oegroe 
towns, perfons well acquainted with them, would 
notiniure any .property Ifxlged therein /or cwmtyr 
five per ro/. -annually. That alone is -fuiHcient to 
deter any one from fettling, except Ibme of the 
old or new eompanics ■ difcardcd fervants, whole 
narrow circumlUnces difcourage them .jrpm re- 
turning to Europe, not knowing what clfe to do 
with themfelvcs} for there has .not one of the 
young men from .Briftol or Liverpool, ^c. that 
were to have been intrufted with cargoes by their 
relations and friends, to. gp and fettle under the 
protedion of the Britifh -forts in Africa, has yet 
made a fmgle. attempt to dp it, though that was 
made ufe .of as an argument, and enforced with 
great energy by gentlemen, to obtain a dilTolu- 
tion of the late royal ^rican company (and in 
which they fucceeded). But no fuch bpa(led coHt 
fequence hiis taken place, becauTe the people of 
thofe places were not to be lulled on tp adventure 
their property, under the notion of a free trade, 
They very well knew what h«dfliips muft attend 
thofe who were nceceffilated to fetde in a negroc 
town, from a knowledge, as ibon as they did, they 
muft become fubfervient i^a manner, and brother 
citizens with the negroes. It is ajol^c to think 
they can make ufe pf the forts to lodge and de- 
fend their properdcs in ; for the very perfons who 
(we ihould imagine) by the fpirit and intention of 
(he aft of parliameiH, ought to be their defenders, 
will take every meafure, in proportion as they ri- 
val them, and curtail their trade, to exercife 
their power over the natives, to prevent the pri- 
vate trader foccecding with them, which will create 
difputes between the officers commanding the 
^or^s and the towns people ynd^r them, in which 
■" " " ^ cverjf 
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eAvtf pTVfAte trader muft bear 3 pact*, for no tiask 
cm' fetdc in & negrocr town without paying his 
freedtim>, andenceritig into a league to become a 
na^e,' and partake of that toianj&ip'j msforiuiust 
oAuaitt^t and cujtom. . I& thene any difference then 
between- a Eurc^zri trader and an-. A^an ? 
None! one is- * native Hack Neg?-oe, and the 
dther is become x white one : . fo that whenever a- 
dilpute happens benneen the nativii and the offi- 
cicrs a&)refaid» the indentzcnd European will be 
under the eotflpulTive nece01ty of joining his blacfe 
fellow townfmen agaitrit . his coMutrymett and fertrefii 
which the Britifti nation intend«l. for his p-eferva- 
tion in time of Jangtr, andlaft re/ert. 

From what we have, before advanced, ourrcad- 
€Ts may naturally wonder if the trade to Africa^ 
-where the forts ate fituated, is carried on fo much' 
tb the difadvantage of the Britifh traders, and fo 
gready for the benefit of the officers of the African 
committee, wf^ faid traders do not continue their 
. complaints,, in ordef to have their grievances re- 
dfefied. We conjecture oi»e reafon for their not 
doing fo, is the diiBculties they had to encounter' 
when they prefcnted their former complaint to ob- 
tain fatisfatftion, which arofe from the oppofitiorj 
faifed againftthem by the African committee, wlio 
refufed to -give their officers iiich orders, as would 
have c^ligcd diem to put in execution the Urds of 
trade and plantations optnioM. Being dcieated in 
their 6rft attempt,, it is natural to fuppole they 
were fearfilLof applying again to the RgtHative 
power, left the methods, puriucd to carry imi that 
valuable branch of commerce, fuice it has beeni 
ynder the management of the African convnittce,- 
ihould be maturely and attentively enqtmred into^ 
for there has been, and is now, as much reafon for 
fuch exanunadon, as there was in the year 1753, 
*755j 1756-and 1758, But theB it began to be- 
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vome to leAoas ; and if contimied fairly, mighi 
have been a means of puttii^ the fortS:Upoh anev 
kid refpe&ablc eilablifiiment, fucb as would have 
enabled the officers commanding them, to h^ve 
fccured the natives under their prote&ion from 
the danger they may be in frun enemies of 
their own colour, and the arbitrary injufiice of- 
ten impeded upon tt:em by . the officers of our 
good ^ieilds and allies. The Dutch refiding 'm. 
Africa, to have prevented fwd Dutch cffcert^ by 
their fuperior power, from wrefting violently and 
Unf^rly any part of the territories belonging to 
the Britijh forts, or detaining and imprifoning any 
of the natives living under dicir proteftion, both 
which they have illegally done fmcc the decline of 
the late company's power^ and conBned a number 
of them, notwithllandiAg all remonftrances made 
by the Briulh officers, till that noble and galiant 
commander, -the prefent honourable lord Ho-m ar- 
rived in his majcfty's (hip Glory^ with the Swan 
floop under his command, upon the Gold Coait, in 
the year 1751, who loon after his arrival, did ex- 
amine with the greateft attention, all the original 
papers relative to the caufc of the difpute that hap- 
pened between the officers of the EngUOi and 
Dutch companies. After fuch examination, he de-* 
manded from the Dutch general the prifoners he 
had confined during laid difpute in the calUe of 
St. George's D. Elmina, the principal Dutch fort 
upon the coalt of Africa in that noble manner which 
it has everbeca the invariable rule of that judicious, 
wonhy, >nd great commander to purliie in the 
licrvice of his country*. 

" He ome to an anchor nearer to Eloiina fort, with tbii Hiip 
and Hoop ander hit commaod, than any merchant fliip ever 
had been, and fent an ofiicer on Ihore to demantl the prilooeMf 
which the Dutch general immediately complied with, to the 
great joy of their conntrymen refidipg anttcr the Brhiib foiUt 
«t their being reflorcd to their liberty. 
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It is to be hoped that the Bridlh iorts will be ^lUG 
Xipon fuch an eftabli0iment, that the cheers com- 
manding them will be fufficicntly ehipowered to 
hinder the Dutch officers from exercirmg that ar- 
bitrary power they have -done, and continued to 
■do, over the Pertugueze upon the Gold Coaji of 
J^ca, to prevent uieir trading at the Britilh fet- 
tlements, in open violarion of a treaty concluded 
between the Englilh and Dutch principal officers 
in Africa, and ratified by both comfames in £«- 

If the Afi^can committee has not reprefented 
that a^r in a true tight to the government, we are 
furprized they have negleded it, as it is a very 
valuable commerce now wholly engroffed by the 
Dutch ; who wifl not fufitr the maftcr or fuper- 
cargo of any Portugucze veflci to trade at the En- 
glim /or/J, or with the Britj/b fubjedts, notwith- 
ftanding the beforementioned treaty, which, per- 
haps, might be deemed obfolete, Tince the difib- 
lution of the late company. If that Ihould be the 
«afe, then, in our humble opinion, it ought to be 
renewed, as well as many other regulations made 
4»etween the Englilh and Dutch in Africa. 

* " That TdcIi Portugucze (hips U fhall come to anchor 
"M in any of the EnglHh rouJ* belonging to my of the Englilh 
■** fbits or faaoric), Oiall noc be molefted by any Dutch fh'ip 
** or Ihipi belongiag to the (M company, nor be blocked up 
** by them in the faid Englifh roadi, nor attacked and feized at 
<■ their going out of the laid rOads i neither Ihatl they offer to 
" feize any Ibip or fhipi, tbat have Jirfi pat themrelvet under 
" the proteAion of any Britilh fort, or being in polTefiion of any 
^' £agli(h vcflcl, they having i>ne of the faid royal African 
•' company'! fervanta on board cenifying the fame." 

•< That on the other fide, none of the Englifh forts, or com- 
" pany'a fliipi, IhaU attack, or feize, any PoKugaeze which 
•■ were firft in pofleflioQ of any Dutch Weft India company's 
'< ihtpt ; neither Iball the Englifh general, or chi^ direfior for 
*■ the time being, grant paflporti to any Porta goe^^^ips, going 
" tfi or from Brazil, ot any of the Portueueze iHaaai." 

I ' If 
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If the Britith officers Ihould once again ebtaiit 
that influence and power fo elTkntially aecel&r/ for 
them to have, in order to open the tiding roadt 
CO the moft diftant inland countries of Africai, io 
long ftopped, which would be of ImmeDle wlvan- 
tage to this countiy, and, at the faitie ume, t* 
prevent the fut^eifts of France hereafter carrying 
CO their colonies the moft valuable Negroc9> as vc 
have obferved they did before the v^r, and which 
will in a great tneafure be provedi by the extra£l4 
of the following letters from the captains Scrangv 
and Wyndham, commanders of two of his ma- 
jefty's Aips war, dated Afrieai 2oth Sept. 1740, 
and 30th Aug. 1742. 

C^pt. Strange writes to the fottowing purport i 
** The French, by the advantages of theif 
** goods, -efpecially Brandies, oecafions a great 
*' price they give for their (laves, which has 
" brought the EiigUfli and Dutch .trade to the 
« loweftebb." 

Capt. Wyndham writes as follows: 
' *• This concludes the prefent ftite of the coytA 
** African factories ; and as to the Dutch faf^o- 
" -ries, they, as far as I can learn, make no great 
^ hatul of their trade any more than thcEtiglilh } 
•* the French, who has ten fliips on the coaft to 
" ourone» fecm toflourilh and carry all before' 
** them." 

• We think it neceffary 4iere toobferve, thatnot- 
withftanding almoft all the trade had been for 
fome years before, and at that time, carried on by. 
the French on that part of the coaft whwe the 
moft valuable Negroes were to be got ; the fepa- 
rate Britifli traders made no application to the le- 
giflative 
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^Otfin vcnnt to pment luch {vmicious cotiv 
meetCi tnough fevvcal remonftrances were nude 
^ that purpofe by. the late royal African company 
to tbe goremment; who sHb did lay before the 
jpubUc ittfeveral letterainferted. in Uic daily pa^. 
pers, as well as. by pamf^ilfics^ the danger of the 
French: ineroachments. 

Yet as foon as t)ie private traders found the faid 
jiompany apfdying to parHatnent for money, to 
put their forts upon a prc^wr and refpedable foot- 
ing, to prevent n»eign innovations upon die ter- 
ritory i»d trade under their care, they took the 
alarm, awaked from their lethargy*^ ftraincd 
^ery nerve, and put every fcheme in execution 
their invention, pointed out, to prevent the com- 
pany's fuccecding, and to o^ain their dtiroIution« 
which they com^eaced in the year 1 750. But how 
far the Africaa trade has been impnavcd thereby, 
in upwards of twelve years that the African com- 
mittee have had ic under their dtre&lon and ma- 
nagement, win appear £n>m the fa£b and truths 
vrc have be&re lUtol, to which we beg. leave ta 
refer, and to the j.vdgnient of our Feadct^. 

Thus iarwt cm undertake to.f^ wUK truth, 
jiotwithAantUng the great noife and clamour raifed 
at that time by the A&icaft merchants for an open 
trade ; it was thc9 much more open and free for 
all firitifh fubjetfls trading chijher, than ic h^ been 
fince under the dircdion of the African committee, 
and the national grants e£ money more reguhu-ly 
and fairly accoumed for, as the late company had,; 
for fame years before, fcni no fliip to Africa, but 
freighted the merchandize, ftores and , pravitLoaa 
purchaied with the money granted by parliament 
on board private fliips ; nor were their officers or 
fcrvants permitted to trade otherwifc than to barter 
^o the beft advantage. The merchandize pur- 
^hafcd with the puiflic. money ftjr the better. lup- 
I 2, ^rt 
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port of the forts, out of which faid ferrants coul4 
neither make embezzlement or advantage to them- 
felves, according to the ellablilhed rules laid down 
by rhe company, and the method by which theif- 
principal officers and other fervants were to ac» 
count for the fame,, who were obliged to give am- 
ple and fufficient fecurity, ftriiUy to adhere and 
conform to J^jch rules. All perfbns in the late 
company's fervice, of what ftation focver, that 
were cntrufted with any of their or the govcrnr 
ment's efFedts, whether the value was much or 
little, they were obliged to keep a true account 
of all their receipts and difburfements in writing, 
and at the end of every two months at farthell, to 
render to the council, which prefidcs at the prin- 
cipal fort, two ortgnals flgned by faid perfpn I9 
intrufted, and attefted to be true by fome other 
of the company's fervants, who had been privy to 
his tranfaftions. That the then accountant refid- 
ing at the principal fort, examined and made his 
remarks upon the account fo rendered ; and re- 
quired vouchers in writing for jiich tranfadlions as 
were therein mentioned to have been had withEu^ 
ropeans, it being imprafticabie. to have written; 
vouchers for dealings with the natives**. 

That faid aecountant laid all accounts fo ren,-. 
dered, with his remarks thereon, before the faid. 
eouncil^ who examined, allowed, or difaUowed 
fuch accounts, i^c. made fuch deduSiions or al^atf' 
ments to as they iaw caufe. That afterwa'ds every, 
fuch account was returnedto the accountant as onq 
of the vouchers fh>m which he was to compoie the 
general books to be fcnt home to the company. 

* What was paid to the i^xavu fat groand-renE, or water- 
cuftom, or to the company's Hav^s, which appeared by their 
]ilta, or to canoC'Dien, or other free Negroes, each ankle was 
particularized in the late company's officers accQupti jo fiich 
nanncr, u that ao fiaod c^uM be conunittett. 

That 
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That by general Books is meant, journals an^ 
. ledgers, where the colleAions, arifing from the 
vouchers beforementioned, were reduced into order 
and method. That the council abroad had not 
power to pafs, or allow any account or veucber 
finally, every thing being fubjeft to the eempa- 
ir^'s future examination and approhatien in Eng' 
land. 

That each journal and ledger contained the ac- 
counts of fix months, which after having been 
duly ftated and ballanced abroad, they were fent 
home to the company by the firft conveyance, to- 
gether with all the original vouchers from which 
they were Compofed and figned ; duplicates thereof 
were depofited in the principal forts, in cafe of lofs 
or accident. That as foon as poflible after the 
arrival of the faid journals and ledgers in England, 
they were compared by the company's accountant 
general (who was one of the firft accountants in 
Europe) with the vouchers, and the faid vouchers 
themfelves were examined; that objeftions and 
deductions were thereupon made by the company, 
when due caufc was found for fo doing. It muft 
now furely clearly appear, that fo many examina- 
tions of the books and accounts, made by perlbns. 
whole private intereft had not theleaft connexions 
with each other, muft render it cxtreamly difficult 
for the late company's fcrvants to embezzle or 
nUfappfy any of the eficfts committed to their 
•charge with impunity, or without being deteiled. 
I That after the examinations aforefaid of the ac- 
counts, they were delivered to the auditor of his 
tnajefiy's impreft, and after they were examined 
and compared by the deputy-auditor with the 
vouchers, and cenified by him they were right, 
then the company obtained a quietus to difcharge 
them from any fum or fums of money (a accounted 
for, [hat they had received from the publif ; kav-. 

ing 
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ring flift firora to the truth of fuch part of fekl 
accounts as had been tranla&ed under their owd 
JnfpeiEtion, in Europe before one of the b^ons ot 
his majcfty's exchequer. 

The following is the copy c^ a claufc |rem the 
jaft of parliament far extttidifig ami imprevtHg the- 
.trade to Africa^ directing in what manner the 
committe arc to account for the monies they xcr 
.ccivc from the public ibr the fupport of the forU 
in Africa. In page 556. 

*' It is enafted that the cocnmittee fhall, within 
*' one month after the expiration of the year» fia- 
." or during which ihey fhall have been cholen 
" committee-men, lay before the curfitor baron 
" of the exchequer, an account of all the money 
*' received by the committee during the preced- 
*■' ing year, and of the application thereof, upon 
*' oath. And the {3^ curfitor baron fliall, within 
" one month a^er the laid account fliaii be laid 
*' before him, examine, p^is, and audit the fame-, 
'* and for the belter difcovering of the truth of 
** fuch accouRt, the faid curfitor baron is hereby 
*' empowered to examine any of the (aid com- 
*' mittee-men, and fuch other perion or perftns as 
*-' he (hall judge nccefiary, upon oath, touching 
" the articles or pardculars in fuch account ez^ 
I " prefTed, or fuch of them a$ the faid curfitor ba- 
** ron Ihall think fit; which aiccount, fo audited 
" and paffed by the curfitor baron, ftiall be 
*-' fiqal and conclyiive, a^d fiiall be a full and 
•' abfolute difchargc to the fwd commiuee-mcn, 
*• without their being compelled to give or render 
" any further or other account thereof." 

By the foregoing claufcj the African committee 
is only obliged to account for the application in 
Europe of any monies they receive from govern- 
ment, or oiherwife, for the fupport of the Africoft- 
^rts^ by laying their annuai. account before the 
curfitoij 
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^u^tor ItoFOD, how thty have Rppropriated fnj 
anoniest whether by purchafing and (hipping mer- 
^bandtzes, ftorcs, and other fupplies for the ufe of 
'the fbrta, or of anj other numner chey might have 
mpc&d of the &me*. 

'^ idid claufe, the curfitor baron is obliged to ' 
«Qdit and p^fs the comminee'i account in One 
nioiuh a^ it is laid before him i though he Ihouhl 
hareobjedionBdiereto, as he had to their accounts 
for Tears 1754, 1755 ^^ '75*- However, ht 
p«£&d theoi) but fubmitted it to the houfe of com- 
mons to allow fome chai^ in faid accounts, or not^ 
Cliat he certainly thought iRre charged contrary to 
a& of parliament, or he would not have obj«£led 
to them. But that would have appeared as well as 
many other fads, widi refpeA to their management 
and accounts, if ttw report, confifling of 87 pages, 
ofdie committee, appointed by thehonoursble houfc 
of commons to examine into the ftate and condi- 
tion of the forts in Africa in the year 17^8, had 
been examined into. All we can take upon us to 
lay with refpeA to that afli^r is, faid report was 
prevented being taken into confideration by the 
faoiife, in confequence of amotioti being made and 
ftcwded for fuch ptrpoftt by the African committee's 
friends. 

We can with truth andertake to fay, that many 
irregularities in the African committee's acpounts 
were pointed out during the examination before 
the feveral committee's appointed by the houfe i 
upon which they defiled leave to bring iii fubfe- 

* By fnch mode of acmaDtiDg, the commiRee may obcaj'n 1 
' difcharge for the mooey granted by parlUmenC, before the Oiip 
or (htpa chat have the merchandize, ftoresi i^c. on board faid 
inoDcy purchafed, fails oat of the river Tbaims. Therefore, if 
laid mtrcbaiiMsa ocfitni are nerer landed In Africa for the ufe of 
thefirtt, we ^diiffiC the eemmittif an ao fatxhet atnuaiai/t 
taibm. 

quent 
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quent accounts- to clear up- fuch. objeEtioria ' as had 
been made, one of which was picfented to the com- 
mittee the.22d April, iy$€, wherein the African 
committee, .deducted from the balljince of.a formcf 
account they had prefentcd 1 89 1 /. fterling. Wc iHall 
only quote ihisoneinftancci to IhewJiowneceflaryitii 
that the African cgmpiittee and their fervants Ibould. 
be accountabie.to thepublic.inthefamemanner the 
late African company wasi for, any monies they are 
iotrufted with by.goyernmentj for the application of 
fud monies on the coaft of Africa, befbtc: they 
fliould obtain a .difcharge for the fame, which 
would lay them under a necelCty toexamine mi- 
nutely into the accounts they reeeive-from theiroffi- 
c'ers in Africa, of the application: of taidinomes 
dicre i which, as they are now no-ways accountable 
for, we m^y, we hope, without being ihoi^t fe- 
vecc, prcfume is not done-,, which will, in a-great 
mcafure, appear by the fubfequent' account before 
quoted: beGdes, wefear^peo^e, wbohave sccounta 
of their own to lookaftcr, feldom gjve themfelves 
much trouble about .th<^e of the public, unlefs 
obligated, thereto. 

When theofficers, who. have die application of the 
public money in Africa, are.once fatisfied:tbat their 
accounts will undergo a find examination by the 
committee, and alfo at the auditor. of the imprefts 
office I that it will induce them to be careful how 
they difpofe of the merchandize, Gfc. committed to 
t^eir charge \ as fuch offictrs and their /«r/;«:r.will 
be li^le to make good any deduction there, 
may be made from their accounts. It will likevrife 
be very advantageous to the inferior fervants of the 
committee ; for fuch good purpofe, a method can be 
pointed out to prevent the merchandize purchafed 
with the public money being made ufe of by the 
fuperior officers In trade, for thdr own account and 
emolument, to the great injury of the others, many"' 
inftancea 
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InfUcKes of Which we have to brodilce j alio t^at 
tiie fi^en, under-iovantSj and cotnpatiy*s flaycs 
~lt4Te teoi paid out of the refufe goods that the 
trommandbg officers had taken iil th6 coutfe of 
■dieir trade. 

A fmgle ififHnce of fuch JAhum^nitf to the m^ 
ftrior ^enrairi^ wc thinlt fufficient to trouble tUi 
^blic with* wUch happened during governor Mel- 
on's command i and that we Ihould not nowpar^ 
tictdaiiy t^ fiotke of, but aH it fell oodef out' ob^ 
•iOTation when we were dpon thfc Hx*. It alfo wfts 
it charge drged ag^inft Mr. Melvil when Ihrin^ 
ftrfalcfa TK never attempted to contradl^. to witi 
-that John Sweidger, » Praflianj and Gardiner at 
Ope Coaftt defired his difchaiscf wanting to go By 
his own countr^i Mr. Melv^ the ijien gOTernaf 
and trea&rer at Cape Coali Cittlti whole bufineOi 
It wu to gire written orders upon the wmvhoufe 
<of ftotifeeetier) to pay the fervanft, gdve fi^ 
Sweidger a note upon die warehoufe-keeperi for 
wages due to htm, amonnting to 2 S /. gold ^vslue^ 
which is about 27/. 'zt. 6d. Ai:rHng« which faul 
WarehoiDie-keeperoflcredtopayingunSi thaCW^Oujd 
not ireo purchale Hk poor man a little frefh provi- 
films for fab voyage. After repeated applications t0 
die govemor and warehoafe>-keeper, ^dlng be could 
notobduh iny thing elfe^ he oncred the governor's 
note for 28 1, to fale to feveral of the fertants in the 
caftlej add at laffc fold k to James I&iQhy the 
overfcer of the (laves, for eight pounds. That op^ 
breffive tranfadion fullypoiitts out bow necefiary il^ 
n that fome other method of accounting for the 
government's fup[diea Qiould be adopt^, and car- 
lied ioco execution, wblcb furely tture caAoot be 
the leafl objedion I0. 

For example, we will foppofe any genUeman la 

Elnglaiul to have an eftate in Africa, and that he 

-wia » «der Meflh. Tnieman and company, or 

X any 
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any other refpeftable merchants in the city of Lou- 
don, to fend out a fieward to fuperintend and take 
care of the improvemeut of fuch eftate j and thSt 
they were to cake-fecurity from faid fteward for the 
value of any monies or merchandize, ^t. that he 
may be entrufted with, to pay the fervants refiding 
'thereupon, and Other ex[)ences ; alio charges (» 
building and repairs. Is it to be fgppofra faid 
geiltlcmen, notwithftanding he had the greateft faith 
in, and opinion of the integrity and honefty of laid 
merchants, would be fatisfied with their giving him 
■n account only of their having fent fiich fteward, 
-merchandize, ftores and provifions to his eftatt, 
'without an account from the fieward, properly 
■vouched, of the application thereof in Africa? 
Surely no !' then if a private perfon thinks it nc- 
ccflary to have fiich an authenticated account, we 
fubmit it to the judgment of our readers to deter- 
mine, whether they think it rcafonablc the public 
flwiild expeft the fame or not. We, for our own 
parts, are inclined tp believe, that people intrufted 
with the application of public monies, at fo great 
a diftance as Africa, when they can make fuch 
immenfe advantage of it as the commtttels officers 
tan, will be induced to cmlsrace the- opportunity, 
however difadvantaeeous it may be lotneir coun- 
try, when they are Satisfied little care will be taken 
how they account for the fame. ' ' ' 
; We ftiall conclude this pamphlet, wth inferC- 
-ingaaopyof apefition, figned bythe planters of 
-the ifland of Barbadoes, in theyear 1710. Therea- 
foi}S an4 oblervations contained therein, in our 
humble opinion, fully point out, that they fore- 
■faw what has in_cfFe6t iince happened 1 therefore 
we beg leave to fubmit it to oiir readers to form 
tfccir own jjidgment upon'. 



oy Google 



< 67 ) 



To the qufeen*! moft excellent majefiy. 

The humble petition of feveral planters and others, 
inhabitants of your majefty's iHand of Barba- 
does, 

Shewoh, 
*' That the tender «are and regard your majefty 
** hath conftantly had of alt your fubjefts, en- 
** courages your petitioners, who are deeply con- 
** cerned in the trade to Africa. The conftanc 
** fupply of Negroes at moderate prices, being the 
" chief fupport of this colony ; whereby we can 
*' only be enabled to preferve the ftaple of fbgar, and 
" other commodities, and to aSbrd them in greater 
f quantitin, and cheaper than other nations; moft 
" humbly beg leave to lay before your majefty, 
*' that for many years, while the royal African 
" company had tl^ fole management of that trade, 
f this illand was duly fupplied with a fufficienC 
*' number of Negroes at moderate prices, from 
" lo/. to 20/. per head the highcft, which was a 
" very great encouragement ; and enabled ijs 
'* greatly to improve the manufafture of this iOand. 
" But for feveral years paft, fince the trade has 
** been laid open, the number of Negroes im- 
" ported by thc,Toy^l African company, and fe- 
♦• parate traders together, have not been fufficient 
** to fupply this idand •, and thofe which' have been 
f imported, have been fold at extravagant prices, 
'* from 20 /. to 40/. per head, efpecially thofe 
" which arc tblfrably good-, which yoorpcritioncrs 
" conceive to, have been occafioned by the difie- 
" rent interefts of the feparatc traders, each bidding 
f upon ifje other j of which the natives upon the 
" ?oaft 
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** toa& taking advantage, have railed the prin of 
*' their own commodities, and fupk the price of 
'* thoTe ^f* Great ^rindn, and thn ifland; which 
" is an unfpeakabk damage, and difcour^mcnt 
•* to your petitionira, tends to the ruin of this 
** tradct the lefleni[^ your mtijefiy's revenue, and 
•* the navigatkm of Great Britain." 

" Therefore your petitioners humWy pray, 
'* AA the Brtttfli iatereft tm the coaft Of 
** Africa may be prefcrv^ ^ and tbfc trade 
** putupcm fuch a iboc, that a fuflicieitr 
'* number of Negroes may be had upon 
** ^ ooaft, on moderate terms, and your 
*' pecitionera fup{4ied at realiroibk . ntCb 
" here. 

** And your pctitioitf n* as is dmy bound, fhafi 
*' ever pray." 

lAug. I, 1710. 



■ Roben Vaughat^ 

' Thomas Caraey« ^e. tit. iicJ* 
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